Dear

Take Time to Reflect – taking action on this communication will make a real difference to [insert name of church]
Thank you very much for the support you give to [insert name of church].  You will I am sure have noticed that when the collection plate is passed around during a service that some people put loose money in or complete an envelope with their name and address so that gift aid can be claimed.  These are methods generally used by those who have not become what we call planned givers.   You may have noticed that some people use a small coloured envelope or don’t put anything in the plate.  These are those who have become planned givers and give by a weekly envelope (the coloured envelopes you see in the plate) or by standing order (those who don’t seem to put anything into the collection).

We encourage people to become planned givers as financial giving is an important part of our faith as we are responding by this giving, to the rich and many blessings we have received and continue to receive from God.   Becoming a planned giver means you pledge a certain amount weekly or monthly  to give to the church to fund the mission and ministry of our church and enable us to carry forward God’s will for this parish.  

In order to provide for the current and ongoing mission of [insert name of church] the PCC needs around [insert appropriate amount of money].  [We enclose a leaflet explaining the finances of our church in more detail].  To fund ministry and mission the PCC has a budget it strives to follow each year and the main income stream in that budget is from the generosity of donors who give regularly to our church.  We would therefore like to invite you to become a planned giver to [insert name of church].  We are asking now as we are launching the Parish Giving Scheme in our church and we are asking new donors to use this method, while asking existing givers to switch to this method.
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) was launched across Portsmouth Diocese in September 2015 having run as a pre-launch phase in our Diocese since April 15.  It has however been running successfully in other Dioceses since its creation in 2009.  The PCC of [insert name of church] have passed a resolution to join the scheme and [insert name of church] are now registered with the PGS. The PCC wholeheartedly recommends and supports the use of the PGS in our parish [and indeed, members of the PCC are already donors through PGS].

In essence, joining the PGS as a donor means giving by direct debit instead of the current systems of cash, cheque or standing order.  This brings benefits to both donors and to the church as a whole, all of which are outlined in the enclosed donor booklet, “Supporting Your Church by Becoming a PGS Donors”.  There is also information on the Gift Form which is also enclosed.

Hopefully this letter has left you better informed about the Scheme and you will give serious and prayerful consideration to signing up.  If this is the case, the process is simple.  All you need to do is:

1. reflect on the gift form and donor booklet included here with. The Diocesan website (https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/stewardship-and-planned-giving/resources-individuals) offers support to individuals who are reflecting on their Christian giving. 
2. [reflect upon the preaching you have heard during services recently]
3. decide:-
a. how much you want to give.  The donor booklet offers some guidance on this.
b. whether you want to give monthly, quarterly or annually

c. whether you would like to increase your gift in line with inflation.  I would ask that you give this option serious consideration as it has the potential to transform our capacity as a church to reach out and have a real mission focus; 
d. whether you want to remain anonymous at parish level.  If you do not tick this box, the current levels of confidentiality around giving will still be maintained.  Don’t feel you have to tick this to keep current levels.
4. Complete the direct debit form and send it back to the PGS office [using the stamped addressed envelope included];

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this letter and giving consideration to becoming a planned giver through the PGS.  We would not be asking you to join the Scheme if it were not a great help to our Church.  Please feel free to contact [insert name and contact details of appropriate individuals in your parish] if you have any questions.
Best wishes

