Take Time to Reflect – taking action on this communication will make a real difference to [insert name of church]
Thank you very much for the support you give to [insert name of church].  As a church we are reliant on the generosity of you and the other church members to be able to carry forward God’s will for this parish.  

We are all called to be good Stewards of the gifts that have been entrusted to us.  In this context I have been writing to all existing regular givers to request that they give through the Parish Giving Scheme.  The reason for asking this is that it enables individuals to give in the most efficient way possible.

The records indicate that your giving is not eligible for Gift Aid.  If your circumstances change and you are able to sign a Gift Aid declaration, I would encourage you to do so.  In those circumstances I would also encourage you to join the Parish Giving Scheme.   I would be happy to discuss this method of giving with you.  However, if your circumstances remain unchanged, then continuing to give by weekly envelope as you currently do is more beneficial to [insert name of church].

The reason for this benefit is that in April 2013 the government introduced the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme which enables [insert name of church] to claim the tax back on donations that do not qualify under normal circumstances.  This therefore includes your weekly giving provided certain criteria are met.

These criteria are as follows:

· Your gift is in cash

· Any one donation does not exceed £20

· It is given during a service where 10 or more people are present.

Open plate collections which satisfy these criteria can also attract a tax reclaim for [insert name of church].

I am therefore not asking you to make any changes to the method of giving you currently use, but would ask you to keep the amount you give under review and try to make your gifts as regular as possible.  The church has costs to meet on a regular basis, month by month and fluctuating giving patterns can make this a greater challenge.

Best wishes


