[image: image1.wmf]Calling all Magazine Editors
Magazine Items about Wills and Legacies

(With thanks to the Resources Team in Chichester Diocese who prepared the original version)

Here are a variety of articles and short “fillers” about wills and legacies that can be used to gently remind readers about the importance of writing wills and then keeping them reasonably up-to-date.  It is suggested that you “drip feed” them into the magazine over a year or so.  Hunting through old magazines may produce interesting stories of how legacies to the church have been used in the past.  Please edit the items as you see fit, and there is no need to credit the authorship of any of these items.

If you would like an electronic version of these items, please send an email request to mary.makin@portsmouth.anglican.org
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Who Needs a Will?





The simple answer to that is “everyone”.  Every adult who owns any goods, property or who has any savings should have a Will.  Yet, surprisingly only one in three adults in Britain has made a Will.  I’m sure most people would agree that it is a sensible thing to do, but like many sensible things, such as going to the dentist, or tidying out the garden shed, it is easy to put off to another day.  There are plenty of good reasons to make a Will:

· It is only by making a Will that you can decided how your money and belongings are distributed in the event of your death.  Without one, the official intestacy rules govern how your estate is divided and you will have missed the opportunity to give to the family, friends and causes you wish.

· It will give you a sense of satisfaction to give something to family and friends to remember you by.  Any gift or keepsake will ensure you live on in people’s memories.  This cannot happen if you die without a Will.

· There is a peace of mind to be gained from knowing that your affairs are in order.  I think this is particularly true if you are a parent with young children, as it is important to decide who will be their guardian.  A friend of mine, who was orphaned at the age of eleven, says that one of the worst aspects of her parents’ death, (because they had not written a Will, and had therefore not appointed a guardian) was  that she did not know who was going to look after her.  There was a period of several weeks during which her family decided where she should live.

· You can choose your executors, who will look after and distribute your possessions when you die.  Without a will, the courts may appoint someone who is not appropriate, or may not handle your affairs with sensitivity.

· Finally you should not underestimate the pleasure you will derive from knowing you have left a gift to the charities and causes you have supported during your life time.  It is a way of continuing that support after you have gone.

It is always worth having your Will written by a professional.  Solicitors reputedly make more money from sorting out poorly drafted Wills, then writing them in the first place.  A solicitor will charge about £70 for a typical single Will and £100 for mirror Wills for a couple.  Sometimes they have cheaper promotions.  Another cheap alternative is to use www.thewillsite.co.uk, a very easy to use online site, based on the expertise of a large firm of solicitors and a bank.

Making a Will is something it is so easy to put it off until another day, and yet there are so many good reasons to get round to it.

For further information on Will writing, including leaving a gift to your parish, please contact the Parish Finance Adviser in Peninsular House on 023 9282 5731.

Frequently asked questions on Wills and Will making  

[image: image3.wmf]Q I don’t really own anything, so I don’t see any point in having a Will?
A Most people are quite surprised when they sit down and add up the value of the things they do have.  It is only by having a Will that you can decide which people and charities will benefit from your estate.

Q What does “Intestacy” mean?
A  It means dying without a valid Will.  This would mean that the law would decide what happens to your estate in the event of your death.  It is possible that your husband or wife might not get everything you thought they would, or that distant relatives might get gifts that you would much rather went to close friends or the charities that you support.

Q I have a Will but it is 10 years old, will it be OK?
A It might be; but it would be worth reviewing it as your circumstances or those of your beneficiaries may have changed.  It is certainly worth checking your Will after any births, marriages or deaths within your family, and probably every five years.  This also gives you the opportunity to include additional people or charities not already mentioned in your Will.

Q Why can’t I just get a form from Smiths and make my own Will?

A  Solicitors reputedly make more money from sorting out poorly drafted home-made Wills, than writing them in the first place.  It is often not as expensive as you think.  A solicitor will charge approximately £70 for a single Will and £100 for a mirror Will for a couple.  An alternative is to use www.thewillsite.co.uk,  a very easy to use online site, based on the expertise of a large firm of solicitors and a bank.

Q How can I avoid paying inheritance tax?
A Benjamin Franklin once said the only two certainties in life were “death” and “taxes”.  A gift to charity in your Will is one way to reduce or even avoid inheritance tax being paid on your estate. 

Q Since I made my Will one of the witnesses has died. Should I make a new Will?

A If your Will was properly drawn up in the first place it makes no difference if one or both your witnesses has died.

Q What is Enduring Powers of Attorney?
A It may be worth considering what would happen to your property if you become incapable, (through age or infirmity) of managing your own affairs.  The authority for someone you know and trust to handle your affairs is established by signing an “enduring power of attorney”.
Live longer by leaving a gift to a Charity in your Will

It is true, those people who include their favourite charity in their Will live longer.  The average age at death in England and Wales is 80 years for those people who had left a gift to Charity in their Will.  This compares with 78 years for those people who had not included a Charity, and just 68 years for those who had died without even having written a Will.

Are you in a minority?

It is estimated that just one in three adults in England and Wales have made a Will.  Yet without one the law decides how your estate will be distributed.  It is possible that your husband or wife might not get everything you thought they would, or that distant relatives might get gifts that you would much rather went to close friends or charities that you support.

Are you a trendsetter?

During the last 10 years there has been a gradual increase in charitable gifts left in Wills.  In 1990, almost 66,000 legacies were given to charities.  By 1999, 83,600 legacies were received.  Why not be part of this growing trend and leave a gift to the PCC and other Charities you support when you write or amend your Will?
Famous last words

“Either that wallpaper goes, or I do.” Oscar Wilde 1854 – 1900
“Excuse my dust.” Dorothy Parker (epitaph) 1893 – 1967
“Goodbye, my friends, I go on to glory” Isodora Duncan 1878 – 1927
“I have spent a lot of time searching through the Bible for loopholes” WC Fields 1880 – 1945

“Die, my dear doctor, that’s the last thing I shall do.” Palmerston 1784 – 1865

Dead Easy I

1. What poet’s last words were “I’ve just drunk eighteen straight whiskies? I think that’s a record?

2. Who said “Old? Me? Nonsense. The hills are old, but evergreen.”

3. Who wrote the opera “Death in Venice”?

4. Who wrote the novel “Death in Venice”?

5. Who died with one eye, one arm and a kiss?

Answers from the Dead Easy Quiz I

1. Dylan Thomas

2. Mao Tsedung

3. Benjamin Britten

4. Thomas Mann

5. Horatio Nelson

Dead Easy II

1. What % of people in England and Wales die without making a will?

a. 14%
b.18%

c.33%

2. What is the average age of death of people who die intestate?

a. 68years
b.78years
c.80years

3. What is the average age of death of people who die with a will? 

a. 68years
b.78years
c.80years

4. What is the average age of death of people who have left a gift to Charity in their Will?

a. 68years
b.78years
c.80years

5. What percentage of legacies to charity come from Women?

a. 25%
b.51%

c.67%
Answers from the Dead Easy Quiz II

1.    b. 18%

2.    a. 68 years

3.    b. 78 years

4.    c. 80 years

5.    c. 67%
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Feline Wills

To a Bristol cats home “£200 to spend on a cats only meal, which I would gladly have shared with them had it not been for a more pressing engagement”.

One cat-loving lady left her whole house to be used to provide for her cat.  The lady's funeral was to be held on a clear summer’s day, and her cat was sunning itself lazily on the drive outside when sadly it was run over by the hearse.
Popular Wills

“….. and one penny to every child who attends my funeral.”  According to local traditional between 600 and 700 children turned up to claimed their penny.

Bitter Wills

 “To my brother- in- law who could never remember my name … ”Hello”

Anthony Scott, in his last will and testament wrote: 'To my first wife Sue, whom I always promised to mention in my will.  Hello Sue!'

“My two sons shall be required to witness the reading of my Will and to read aloud letters explaining why I have left them nothing”
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I do also bequeath the sum of twenty shillings a year, payable at five shillings a quarter, to a poor man to go about the parish church of Trysull, during sermon, to keep people awake, and to keep dogs out of the church”. 

From the Will of John Rudge, of Trysull, Staffordshire, written 17th April, 1725.
Hopeful Wills

In 1976, a religious recluse left his estate to Jesus Christ in the event of a second coming.  The long suffering executors, the Public Trust Office, have filled three six inch files with potential claimants.
Conditional Wills
The last will and testament of Edith S of Walsall included £50,000 to each of her children, Roger, Helen and Patricia.  Their inheritance was not to be spent on 'slow horses and fast women and only a very small amount on booze'.
Gaffs in Wills
One well-meaning will maker gave a legacy to 'The Royal Society for the Prevention of Birds". 
By bizarre co-incidence, Frank Clifford's last will and testament included a legacy to the 'Royal Society for the Protection of Cruelty to Animals'.
Mad Wills
Charles P of Bangor, North Wales left his real estate in his will to BEN, the motor and Allied Trades Benevolent Fund.  This quote from his last will and testament reads "I wish to be buried in a coffin linked with perspex and filled with industrial alcohol, and he stated "I abdicate a title 'King Charles I of Wales' which I claimed in 1977".
Tipsy Wills
A quote from the will of Roger Morris of Penzance who gave £250 for the RNLI "to be spent on a booze-up for the members and helpers of the Penlee lifeboat crew."
Caustic Wills
Sara Clarke of Bournemouth directed in here will: To my daughter, I leave £1 – for the kindness and love she has never shown me.
Warm Wills
"I give to Stonyhurst Jesuits the sum of £500 for the purchase of thermal underwear" – Rosaleen S's last will testament, West Yorkshire." 
Odd Wills
"…and my ashes shall be handed to Susan H to be scattered in the Chihuahua ring at the Three Counties Show after judging has taken place. – Last will and testament of Irene Y of Swindon".
Surprising Wills
"…and I give the residue (estimated value £1.9 million) to the National Debt Commissioners for the relief of the National Debts".
Cheeky Wills
Another last will with a last laugh: "I wish peace and affluence to all my friends and a piece of effluence to all my enemies".
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