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Bible Stories – Animals God Uses 
These stories illustrate how God has used animals to help characters in the Bible find the right path or sustain themselves in times of challenge. These stories can help us to reflect on how we need to rely on God as well as each other to become the people he has created us to be. This in turn will help towards understanding Ubuntu as these stories consider how, alongside the people in our communities, a relationship with God is important in enabling a positive human experience. If we behave well towards each other as part of a community, with God’s presence with us to act as our foundation, then our lives become happier enabling us all to flourish.

Balaam’s Donkey Reflection KS2/3
Balaam’s story is found in the Old Testament, in the book of Numbers chapters 22-24, but Peter and Jude mention him by name in the New Testament; he has God’s ear, and he clearly hears God’s voice. Use the PowerPoint presentation, ‘Balaam’s Donkey’, to work through the story.

Slide 1
[Click] The Israelites were there, camped out in the plain of Moab near the end of their 40 years of wandering in the desert. 
Balak was the king of Moab and saw what happened to the other nations (defeated) in the neighbourhood that stood against the Israelites. The king was scared, so he hired a well-known prophet called Balaam. Balak wanted him to issue a curse against Israel so that the Moabites could defeat them and get them out of their back yard.
[Click] Balaam took the time to ask God what to do, and he listened when God instructed him not to go with Balak’s men. The king sent his men back a second time with more money to persuade Balaam to curse Israel, but again he refused. Looks like obedience, right? But look at what Balaam does next, he says, ‘But stay here one more night, and I will see if the LORD has anything else to say to me.’ In other words, he wants time to go back to God to persuade him to change his mind. He is seeking for a compromise perhaps to satisfy his greed for the money that has been offered to him.
However, God suggests that if he wants to go then he should go.
[Click] Balaam starts his journey to visit the Israelites. The donkey makes Balaam mad because it disobeys his lead and wanders off the road. That is because God allowed the animal to see the “angel of the LORD standing in the way”.
[Click] Even a donkey has the discernment to not stand against an angel with a sword in hand! Apparently, the donkey has more spiritual discernment than the prophet as it can see the angel, but Balaam cannot. Perhaps that was because Balaam’s focus was on that monetary reward rather than on god’s will for the situation. His response to this was to beat the poor donkey. 
Incredibly, the donkey then speaks to Balaam and says, ‘Am I not your own donkey, which you have always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?’ (In other words, ‘Why would I disobey you for no reason? I have never done this before; don’t you trust me?’)
The angel then told Balaam his action (going to Moab) was wicked before God and he would have been slain if it were not for his donkey. 
Slide 2
Balaam repented (said sorry to God) and wanted to turn back, but the angel told him to proceed to Moab but only say what God would reveal to him. So, Balaam went on to Moab.
King Balak met Balaam at Moab and asked him to curse the Israelites. He did this three times, but each time Balaam declared that he cannot curse those people that God blesses. He also declares that the Israelites will conquer Moab. Balak departs, angry about this prophecy and that Balaam has not carried out his request to curse the Israelites.

Slide 3
Reflection
· Follow God’s path and do not compromise – Our heart and walk with God are only right when we truly desire what is right and when we set our hearts on what God desires. This story demonstrates that we should never compromise truth and faith for the sake of material gain and greed.
· God is faithful and can be trusted – This story reveals God’s faithfulness to his people, the Israelites, even when they do not listen to Him (which is why they had been in the wandering in the wilderness for so long). God blesses His people even when they least deserve it. 
· God can use anyone or anything for good – God is immeasurably creative, even giving a donkey the ability to speak to someone such that the get the message!

More like the gentle donkey, and less like Balaam, let us seek God’s voice and follow it. When others tempt you to curse or harm others, even if great reward is offered, consider the what Jesus teaches us. Run your thoughts through his teachings, and make your choices based on the voice that is trustworthy.

Prayer
This slide includes a suggested prayer for pupils to be invited to join in with if they wish.
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