
                    



Floriculture: Global production and trade patterns 
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Worth 
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billion 
annually

Netherlands 
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epicentre’.

Source: https://research.rabobank.com/far/en/sectors/regional-food-agri/world_floriculture_map_2016.html



Key sustainability issues in the industry

Water footprint: Flowers are thirsty, impact of chemicals on 

water quality

Carbon footprint: Distribution systems, greenhouse 

production

Labour and social issues: Precarious work, reports of H & 

S problems/discrimination, poor infrastructure and 

unreliable regulatory systems, wider regional instability e.g. 

Ethiopia – social unrest 

Floristry practice: Lack of training for some in buying 

consideration and impact of some practices

Lots of good things are happening too!

Now is the time: We know more, expect more and regulations start to require more 



The Sustainable Cut-flowers project – Working with the flower industry for solutions…





www.sustainablefloristry.org

https://www.sustainablefloristry.org/


Sustainable Church Flowers

• Granny’s old vases! Chicken wire, Frogs, Sticks, stones and sand

• Community newsletters and involvement

• Donations bucket by the door and the Aldbury Sharing Table

• Sunday Club and Muddy Church

• Sustainable Church Flowers Facebook and Insta support

• Getting brides, grooms, florists and funerals onboard… and the church yard….

• Lots still to do, always learning!



The Sustainable Cut-flowers project – Future areas…

• Monitoring how plastics guidance being used, if helpful and how changes practices

• DEFRA (!) funding to pilot Local Flower Hubs in UK

• Sustainable Church Flowers Certification scheme and church policies

• Working with Farewell Flowers to develop simple advice for churches

• UK Flower Grower Sustainability Standards

• Global events management (AIPH) sustainability guidance for plants and flowers
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