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Responsibility Collective Worship – Teacher guidance

These collective resources encourage pupils to take responsibility for their own actions, and also for those around them and the wider world, empowering them to be Gamechangers.
You can find out more about this year’s Diocesan Gamechangers  project here (for Portsmouth schools) or here (for Winchester schools.)
[image: ]Many of our schools are working towards to Christian Aid Global Neighbours Award, and a key part of this is that Collective Worship should lead to pupils taking positive action to make the world a better place. Therefore, after the initial whole school worship, classes (or key stages) will be encouraged to work together to plan a project or campaign where they can take responsibility for an area of school life, or a local or global issue where they feel they can make a difference. Teachers may like to link this to a curriculum area or activity they are already working on, but it is important that  pupils feel they have  ownership of the project (although clearly adults will need to support and guide them!)

Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Select a few pupils and give them each a job to do, such as taking a message to the school office, putting out more chairs or taking charge of the PowerPoint slides. Prime a couple of them beforehand to refuse to help at first, then change their mind and agree. Others could agree to help and then get distracted or change their mind and sit down again.

Slide 2 Ask pupils to talk with their neighbour about what the word Responsibility means and find examples of people who are responsible. What qualities do you need to be a responsible person? How do you feel when you’re acting responsibly?
Take a few suggestions and explain that you will be exploring this in more detail.

[image: ]Slide 3 
Explain that you are going to hear a story that Jesus told about two brothers, one was responsible and the other wasn’t. 
Ask pupils to decide which was which.
Play the BBC Treasure Champs video about the two sons. 


Slide 4 
Ask the pupils to ‘Babble-gabble’ the story with their partner (retell the story very quickly).
Were there any surprises?
Which son was the responsible one? Why do they think that?
Remind pupils of the jobs some of the children did at the start of worship. What happens if someone refuses to help? Or agrees to do a job, but then changes their mind halfway through?
What is better, to say you’ll do something and then not do it, or to refuse to do something and then change your mind and do it?

Responding

Slide 5  
Who has heard the expression ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover?’ What do you think it means?
How does it link to the story of the two sons?

Jesus told his story to say that there were two kinds of people.
Some people looked very good on the outside and seemed to do all the right things. They said that they’d follow God’s teaching, but when it came to it, they went off and did their own thing instead. 
Other people looked as if they didn’t really care, and weren’t interested in what God said – but in fact they were the ones who listened to Jesus and followed him. 

You can’t always tell by looking at a person whether they’re a responsible person or not – some people look as if they always do the right thing, but maybe when nobody is watching they do something silly or selfish instead. Some people might find it harder to act responsibly, but when they’re given an important job to do, they rise to the occasion and do it really well.

Do the children think that we can choose to be responsible (or not) or are some people just made that way? Suggest that we can all take responsibility for the choices we make and can choose to do the right thing (although this can be harder for some people than others, for various reasons.)


Sending

Sometimes, taking responsibility for someone, or something can be a gamechanger, something that really makes a difference! Ask children to reflect and decide on one thing that they will do in the week ahead to take responsibility, either at home or in school. Tell them you will be asking them about it when you see them around school, or in collective worship later in the week. 

[image: ]Slide 6 
Sing Lend a Hand from Pop UK. 
Ask pupils to think about how this relates to our theme of responsibility. 
(If your school  doesn’t subscribe to Pop UK, it’s very easy to set up an account,  or the song is also available on You Tube, start at 3.57)



Slide 7 
Finish with this prayer – or your own closing prayer.

Dear God,
Thank you that you made us and you love us whatever we’re like.
Please help us to be responsible citizens, at home,  in school and in the wider world.
Help us to choose the right thing and be gamechangers.
Amen.
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