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Responsibility, Key Stage 2 (2) – Teacher guidance

In this worship you will explore an Old Testament story about taking responsibility for others, and then have time to continue planning your class (or key stage) campaign.


Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Remind pupils that we have been thinking about taking responsibility for our own actions, and also being responsible for other people. Before we continue planning our class project we’re going to look at another Bible story about taking care of others.
You might like to show them some olive oil (and olives?) so they know what the story is about. In Bible times, oil was a very valuable resource, used for cooking, as medicine, in religious services and even as a form of money.

[image: ]Slide 2
Many hundreds of years ago – about 800 years before Jesus - there was a leader in Israel called Elisha. 
One day a woman came to see Elisha, she was clearly upset and needed help.

Slide 3
‘My husband is dead!’ she cried. ‘He was very poor and had many debts.’

Slide 4
‘One of the men he owed money to wants his money back. He says if I don’t pay, he’ll take my two sons away and make them his slaves.’

Slide 5
Elisha asked God to show him what to do. ‘What do you have in your house?’ he asked her.

Slide 6
‘Just one small pot of oil,’ she replied tearfully.

Slide 7
‘This is what you must do,’ said Elisha. ‘Go home and collect all the empty pots you can find. Borrow empty jars from your neighbours too. You need to collect as many jars as you can.’
‘Why? What for?’ asked the woman. Elisha told her what to do once the jars had been collected.

Slide 8
The woman went home and she and her two sons collected as many empty jars as they could find. They borrowed bowls and jars from their neighbours and friends. It made quite a collection!

Slide 9
Then the woman went into her house and closed the door, just as Elisha had told her. Then she started tipping oil from her one small jar of olive oil into the first large bowl. She poured and poured and the little jar did not empty. The jar kept flowing and flowing until the big jar was filled.

Slide 10
Then she tipped the small jar of oil into the big bucket. Wow! The whole bucket filled up, right to the top.

Slide 11
The woman looked into her small jar of oil and it still wasn’t empty. So she poured it into another large jar.

Slide 12
When the jar was filled, she kept pouring the olive oil into basins, bowls, jugs and pots. All of them were filled right up to the top.

Slide 13
‘Are there any containers left to fill?’ the woman asked her sons. 
‘No,’ they replied, ‘You have filled them all.’ As soon as the woman heard this, the oil in her pot stopped flowing. It was totally empty. 

Slide 14
The happy woman ran to find Elisha. 
‘I did everything you said,’ she told him, ‘and now I have masses and masses of olive oil.’

Slide 15
Elisha was pleased and said, ‘Now go and sell the oil and use the money to pay your husband’s debts. There should be enough money left for you and your sons to buy the food and clothes and things that you need.’

Slide 16
The woman was so pleased at the way God had provided for her. Most of all, she could keep her two sons and they could all look after each other.

Slide 17
The woman returned home very happy. God had looked after her. And Elisha had taken responsibility and helped her.

These pictures are all taken from https://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/rg-elisha-oil/

Ask the children how Elisha took responsibility for the poor widow.
He didn’t have to do anything, he could have told her that it wasn’t his problem, or he was too busy, or there was nothing he could do, and walked away - but he chose to get involved and help her. 
The widow was now able to take responsibility for her two sons too, and they would also be able to look after her.
It’s also worth mentioning that they got all their friends and neighbours involved too with lending jugs and jars,  they didn’t try to do everything by themselves!

Responding

Remind the class of the campaign you started to plan last time. 
It would be easy for us to say that it’s not our problem, or that we don’t have enough time, but that wouldn’t be taking responsibility.
Spend some time working out the details – what exactly are you planning to do? Who else needs to be involved? What resources will you need? When do you want to do it by? You could use the five ‘W’ questions to help you plan (and ‘How?’) (Slide 18)

Sending

Decide what needs to be done next and who is going to do it. Encourage the class to keep thinking and talking about their plans and other ways that they can be gamechangers.

[image: ]Slide 19
If there is time, sing Lend a Hand from Pop UK. Ask pupils to think about how this relates to the campaign they are organising. 

Slide 20 
Finish with this prayer – or use your own prayer, linked to the campaign you have planned, or ask class members to pray about the ideas they have discussed.

Dear God,
Thank you that you made us and you love us whatever we’re like.
Please help us to be responsible citizens, at home,  in school and in the wider world.
Help us to choose the right thing and be gamechangers.
Amen.
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