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Responsibility, Key Stage 1 (2) – Teacher guidance


In this worship you will explore a story about a  group of friends taking responsibility for someone else, and then have time to continue planning your class (or key stage) project. 


Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Remind pupils that we have been thinking about taking responsibility for our own actions, and also being responsible for other people and for the world. Before we continue planning our class project we’re going to look at another Bible story about taking care of others. In this story, a group of friends get together to help someone, see if you can work out what they did to take responsibility for their friend. 

Slide 2
Show pupils the picture  and ask them what they notice. What else can they see? Can they spot something that nobody else has noticed? (E.g. the hand holding the rope at the top.)
What do they think is happening – why is there a hole in the roof? What are the ropes? Who is the man in red? How do they think the story ends?

Either read the story Down Through the Roof from the Lion Storyteller Bible, or a similar children’s Bible such as the Desmond Tutu Children of God Storybook Bible.  Alternatively, you could show  this Saddleback Kids video of the story of the paralysed man. Or God’s Story: Jesus Heals a Man. (Slide 3) 
(Be aware that both videos assume that the children are practising Christians.)

Alternatively, you could get a group of children to act out the story.

Maybe explain that in hot countries like Israel, houses had steps up to flat rooves and people often slept up there at night because it was cooler. 

How did the man’s friends take responsibility for him? They carried him through town on a mat to take him to Jesus. When they couldn’t get into the house, they carried him up onto the roof, made a hole and lowered him through.
They were determined, and they didn’t give up. They could have told him that it wasn’t their problem, or that they were too busy, or made another excuse, but they chose to do the right thing and take responsibility for their friend. They were gamechangers for their friend. 


Responding

Slide 4

Remind the class of the project you started to plan last time. It would be easy for us to say that it’s not our problem, or that we don’t have enough time, but that wouldn’t be taking responsibility. We wouldn’t be acting as gamechangers.
Spend some time working out the details – what exactly are you planning to do? Who else needs to be involved? What resources will you need? When do you want to do it by? You could use the five ‘W’ questions to help you plan (and ‘How?’) (Slide 5)

Remind them that it wasn’t easy for the four friends in the story, their friend would have been heavy to carry, there were too many people for them to get him into the house. It would have been hard to carry him up onto the roof, make a hole and lower him down to see Jesus – but they didn’t give up when they had problems. They persevered and continued to take responsibility for their friend. They became gamechangers for their friend who couldn’t walk.  It might be harder than we think to do our project, but we need to try and keep going, even if we have problems.

Sending

Decide what needs to be done next and who is going to do it. Encourage the class to keep thinking and talking about their plans.

[image: ]Slide 6
If there is time, sing Lend a Hand from Pop UK. 
Ask pupils to think about how this relates to their  project. 





Slide 7 
Finish with this prayer – or use your own prayer, linked to the campaign you have planned, or ask class members to pray about the ideas they have discussed.

Dear God,
Thank you that you made us and you love us whatever we’re like.
Please help us to be responsible citizens, at home,  in school and in the wider world.
Help us to choose the right thing and be gamechangers.
Amen.
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