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THE LICENSING AND INSTALLATION
THE REVD N N
AS PRIEST IN CHARGE OF

N PARISH
BY 

THE RT REVD CHRISTOPHER FOSTER

BISHOP OF PORTSMOUTH

Day Month 20year 
Please stand for the opening hymn, during which the Bishop’s procession enters.  N stays at the door, with churchwardens or representatives from her former parishes.  

HYMN TO BE CHOSEN ……

Bishop

Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord



Jesus Christ be with you.

All

And also with you.

The Bishop invites the congregation to sit and  introduces the service. 

Bishop:
Heavenly Father,

we gather in your name with thankfulness and praise

for the continuing ministry of your Church in this place,

for all who have been raised up in times past 

to serve here,

and for your servant N called to this present ministry.
Guide and strengthen all your faithful people

that we may give ourselves in love and service

to one another and to you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All

Amen.
THE PRESENTATION

N enters accompanied by members of his/her previous parish. The archdeacon, N  and N (members of previous parish) step forward to join them in front of the bishop.
Reps from previous parish: Reverend Father in God, we bring greetings from the parish of N where N has served.  We wish him/her every blessing in this new ministry.  We pray that this community will be enriched by his/her presence and that he/she will know joy and peace in his/her life here.

Patron/ Archdeacon : Father in God, I present to you N N N, who, after prayer, consultation and discernment by the patron and parish representatives, has been chosen to serve in this parish.   I present him/her to be licensed as Priest in Charge. 
Bishop
Thank you for your presentation and commendation

The bishop addresses N:

N, I greet you (and your family) in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.


Do you believe that God has truly called you to this ministry?

N:
I believe that God has called me, and with God’s help, I will serve faithfully in this ministry.

The bishop addresses the people of the church:

People of God, is it your will that N should serve with you in this church?

All
It is.

Silence is kept.

Bishop
God our Father, Lord of all the world, we thank you that through your Son you have called us into the fellowship of your universal Church: hear our prayer for your faithful people that each in their vocation and ministry may be an instrument of your love, and give to your servant N the needful gifts of grace; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever.

All
Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 43.1-7
Reader
This is the word of the Lord

All
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: John 15.1-8
Reader
This is the word of the Lord

All
Thanks be to God

THE SERMON BY THE BISHOP

THE PROMISES OF PRIEST AND PEOPLE

Bishop:  
I now invite N to come forwards, as minister and people make your promises to each other.
Member of the congregation: 
Jesus says, “My peace I leave you”.

N, will you bless us, delight in us, and celebrate God’s presence here with 
us?

N: 

With gratitude to God for calling me here, I will gladly give thanks, for you 

and with you:  at worship, in your homes and in this community.  
Will you praise God with me, even when rejoicing is difficult?

All: 

With the help of God, we will.
Member of the congregation:
Jesus says, “come to me, all who are weary and burdened.”   
N, will you love us and pray for us in our tiredness, our burdens and our 
loss?

N: 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit

I will love you and pray for you.  

Will you allow me into your lives, forgive me my failings, and pray for me as 

I seek to care for you?

All: 

With the help of God, we will.

Child: 
Jesus said “unless you become like children you will never enter the
 Kingdom of Heaven.” 
N, will you try to become like us?

N: 

Inspired by Christ’s humility, I promise to try.  

People of God will you teach me?

All: 

With the help of God, we will.
Person from the community: 
Jesus says “blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”.  
N, will you stand in solidarity with those in this community who long
for healing and justice?

N: 
Yearning, with God, for the good of all people: I will.  Will you challenge me, and join with me as we work and pray for justice here and everywhere?

All:  

With the help of God, we will.
PCC / Church Council members:  

Jesus says “follow me”. N, will you help us to discover what discipleship means for us, learn with us and lead us out into the world, to make new followers of Jesus?

N: 

Praying for God’s guidance, I promise to support you and lead you.  

Will you stay faithful, even when we face challenges or difficulties together?

All: 

With the help of God, we will.
Archdeacon:  
To help you fulfil these promises, we offer you gifts.

Reader (bringing a bible): 
Here is God’s Word: your inspiration and your strength.

Server/verger (bringing bread and wine): 

Here is bread and wine, to nourish and unite.
 Child (bringing water): 
Here is
water, for new life and blessing.

Area Dean (bringing oil): 
Here is oil, to heal and transform.

Churchwarden / steward (bringing church keys): 
Here are your keys – token and tool of the practical ministry we share.
Parishioner (bringing flowers or another gift): 
Here is a token of our love for you both, and the promise of our prayers to sustain you.

Bishop

Here I am: to love you, challenge you, pray for you and support you. 

Co-superintendents: Here are your ministerial colleagues, committed to working together with you. 
Archdeacon  (people stand): 
And most importantly, here are your people.  
People, will you welcome N as your Minister?

All:
 
We will.
All sit
THE LICENSING

Bishop
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I shall now license N N N, Clerk in Holy Orders, as Priest-in-Charge, but first the Oaths must be taken and the Declaration of Assent made and subscribed, according to law.

N, supported by the Archdeacon, stands before the bishop.
The bishop addresses N:

The Church of England is part of the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic Creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer, and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons.  
In the Declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God, in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making Him known to those in your care?

N, facing the congregation, affirms, saying:


I, N N N, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic Creeds and to which the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; and in public prayer and administration of the Sacraments, I will use only the Forms of Service which are authorised or allowed by Canon.

Taking a New Testament or Bible and still facing the people, she says:


I, N N N  swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and successors, according to law: so help me God.

Holding the New Testament or Bible, she turns to the bishop and says:


I, N N N, do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop of Portsmouth and his successors in all things lawful and honest: so help me God.

N signs the declarations.

The Bishop commends N to the prayers of the congregation. As they kneel together, all sit or kneel singing this hymn to the Holy Spirit, seeking inspiration and guidance for ministry:
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

and lighten with celestial fire.

Thou the anointing Spirit art,

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.

Thy blessed unction from above

is comfort, life, and fire of love.

Enable with perpetual light

the dullness of our blinded sight.

Anoint and cheer our soiléd face

with the abundance of thy grace.

Keep far from foes, give peace at home:

where thou art guide no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son,

and thee, of both, to be but One,

that through the ages all along,

this may be our endless song:

Praise to they eternal merit,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Words: Latin, ninth century

trans. John Cosin, 1627.  Music: Veni Creator Spiritus (plainsong)

The congregation stands as the priest remains kneeling.  The bishop stands, reads the licence and then hands it to N saying:

N, receive the Cure of Souls, which is both yours and mine;

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Priest:  
Amen.

Then the Bishop, laying his hand upon her, blesses his/her, saying:

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always.

All

Amen.

(The Revd(s) N (and N)stand by N.  The bishop briefly explains their respective roles as N’s colleagues and blesses them saying:

The God who calls us to unity 


bless, lead you and encourage you

in your shared ministry in this place, 


in the name of the Father and the Son


and the Holy Spirit.  

All

Amen.)
Other colleagues (lay and ordained) step forward, and gather around the Priest.  The bishop says:
Almighty God, 

who for the salvation of the world 

gives his people many gifts and ministries, 

stir up in you the gifts of his grace, 

and sustain you in your shared ministry in this place; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

All

Amen.
THE INSTALLATION

Bishop
Archdeacon, we have licensed N.  We now authorise you to install him/her.
The Archdeacon takes the new Minister to his/her stall and says:


N I install you as Minister of this parish.



God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 



defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace.

All
Amen.
N alone kneels and prays


Remember, Lord, what you have done for us and not what we deserve. 
As you have called us to your service, make us worthy of our calling 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All
Amen

All sit
THE WELCOME

The Archdeacon welcomes N.


N, on behalf of the Archdeaconry, I welcome you 
The Area Dean welcomes N
In the name of the Deanery, I welcome you.
The Deanery Lay Chair welcomes him/her

In the name of the lay people of this area, I welcome you.
A representative of other local Christian churches welcomes him/her

In the name of your fellow Christians in this area, I welcome you.

A representative of the local community welcomes him/her

In the name of all who live and work here, I welcome you.

N may respond briefly to the welcome. 

Please stand for the following hymn during which a collection is taken for the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund, which is used for pastoral purposes across the diocese, and enables the bishop and his senior colleagues to give immediate and confidential support where there is personal or emergency need.   
HYMN 

THE PRAYERS led by N
The prayers end: 
We say together the prayer that Jesus gave us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

N makes the announcements.

All stand
HYMN TO BE CHOSEN BY ……

Bishop
The Lord be with you
All
and also with you.

Bishop
God the Father draw you deeper into the divine love;


God the Son empower you to serve the world;


God the Holy Spirit strengthen you to proclaim the Gospel;


and the blessing of God Almighty,


the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit


be upon you and remain with you always.

N
Go in the peace of Christ.

All
Thanks be to God.

The Bishop’s procession leaves, followed by the choir and visiting clergy.

Hymns are reproduced under CCLI No: 

