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Pupils get new 
room for prayer

VOLUNTEERS from 
our churches inspired 
shoppers in Gunwharf 
Quays to think about 
human trafficking.

Stop The Traffik in 
Portsmouth organised 
for a brightly-coloured 
walk-in ‘gift box’ to 
be installed there for a 
weekend. 

Shoppers were 
shown the contrast 
between what it looked 
like from the outside 
and the reality inside, 
as a way of explaining 

how desperate people 
end up being trafficked 
because they have 
believed false promises.

It was originally 
used during the 2012 
London Olympics to 
raise awareness.

Our Bishop’s Lent 
Appeal is raising 
money to help Stop 
The Traffik and other 
charities to combat 
modern slavery and 
domestic abuse. See 
www.portsmouth.
anglican.org/lentappeal.

STAFF and students 
at a Portsmouth 
academy can now 
make use of a new 
prayer room.

Charter Academy, in central 
Portsmouth, is our diocese’s 
only C of E secondary school 
on the mainland.

And the Archdeacon of 
Portsdown, the Ven Joanne 
Grenfell, who is also chair 
of governors there, officially 
opened the brand new prayer 
space at the academy last 
month.

It is a reflective space where 
students can ask questions 
about faith, pray, or speak to 
someone about an issue 
that is bothering them. 

It features a large 
wooden cross that was used 
in St Luke’s School, which 
became Charter Academy 
in 2009.

The Archdeacon was 
also joined by Canon 
Bob White, who is area 
dean, and the Rev Annie 
McCabe, who is vicar of 
the neighbouring St Luke’s 
Church.

The academy’s Head of 
Humanities Grace Duffy 
said: “The archdeacon also 
spent time in Year 9 and 
Year 10 lessons being asked 
various questions about 
her faith. The students had a 
fantastic time and felt honoured 
to meet the archdeacon.”

Charter Academy’s 
commitment to its Christian 

ethos includes collective 
worship for all staff and 
students.

The academy also hosts a 
prayer meeting for staff and 
students once a week, who 

pray for others in the schools 
community. And its FISCH 
group, which includes staff 
and local clergy, discuss the 
Christian values that underpin 
its collective worship and 

charity work.
School Pastors visit 

the academy during Friday 
lunchtimes. They are a group 
of trained Christians who can 
listen to any pastoral concerns 
that students have, including 
issues relating to faith. 

And, starting this term, 
the Rev Annie McCabe will 
lead a monthly Eucharist at the 
school. 

The academy has confirmed 
that Clive Barnes, who was 
interim principal, will now 
fulfil that role permanently.

For more details, see: www.
charteracademy.org.uk
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(L to r): Shalati Sithole, Aaron Howard, Will Griffiths, Abi 
MacPherson and Jess Gealer with the gift box in Gunwharf Quays

Volunteers highlight human trafficking

Cornerstone 
Bookshop9 Bemisters Lane, 

Gosport, PO12 1HB 
Tel: 02392583824 •  www.cornerstonegosport.co.uk

New Christian books, bibles, 
gifts and music now in stock.

PLEASE COME VISIT US AND 
VIEW OUR FULL RANGE

email cornerstonebooksgosport@gmail.com

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button!

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation.

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 
churches across the UK.

enhancing church interiors
Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025
 www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote PC0517

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11


