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Perseverance Collective Worship – Teacher guidance

Gathering 

Slide 1

Worship begins with music as the children are entering: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mokp3qy9Dw This worship song, called ‘Perseverance’, clearly sets out the theme of this worship clearly. Ask the children to read the words on the screen as they are entering as you will be asking them to discuss the theme of the song.
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following the school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Begin by asking the children what the song was about (hopefully it should be clear as the key word is repeated often enough!)

Slide 2

Explain to the children that the theme of the song comes from a book of the New Testament called ‘The Letter of James’ and today we are going to explore what this might mean for us.

Slide 3

[bookmark: _Hlk116305944]Explain to the children that we are going to watch a short clip about a who was born with no arms and legs (this will obviously need careful explanation for younger children) but who persevered in overcoming his challenges and now gives inspiring talks all over the world. Watch the video clip ‘Perseverance, The Story of Nick Vujicic (it’s pronounced voy-check): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNnVdlvodTQ 

Explain that Nick doesn’t always find it easy to persevere but it is his faith in the story of Jesus that keeps him going when he feels like giving up.

Slide 4

I’m going to tell you about a very important person in the story of Christianity to help us to understand a bit more about perseverance. Work through the slides to tell the story of St Peter, who persevered despite many setbacks.


Slide 5

Peter was the sort of person who got frustrated and gave in easily. He wasn’t very good at just calming down and keeping going.

Slide 6

When Jesus first met him, Peter was sitting in his fishing boat sulking. ‘Why aren’t you out on the lake catching fish?’ Jesus asked. ‘Because it’s pointless,’ Peter said, ‘I’ve tried once and I didn’t catch any.’

Slide 7

‘Let’s go a bit further out,’ said Jesus. ‘If you say so,’ replied Peter. And they pushed off into the deepest part of the lake. When Jesus felt the time was right, he told Peter to throw out his fishing net and in no time at all, the net was filled with a huge catch of fish.

Slide 8

When Peter saw the bulging fishing net, he exclaimed, ‘Only someone full of the power of God could do something like that!’ ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said to him, ‘God wants you to be part of his plan.’

Slide 9

Peter followed Jesus but he continued to give up easily. He was forever wanting exciting things to happen all at once. He kept trying to put Jesus to the test and got angry when Jesus refused to show off his power.

Slide 10

‘I haven’t come to lead an army,’ Jesus told him, ‘I’ve come to bring peace and forgiveness. What I need from you is perseverance so that you can help me to share my message with others.

Slide 11

‘Right you are!’ said Peter, I’m your man…..I will never give up on you….even if everybody else does!’ But on the night that Jesus was betrayed, all of Peter’s bold words were forgotten. Because he was scared that he would get into trouble too, Peter denied that he even knew Jesus after the guards had taken him away.


Slide 12

Three times when some strangers questioned him about Jesus that night, Peter replied, ‘I do not know that man.’ And when the cockerel crowed to show that it was morning, Peter despaired because he realised what he had done.

Slide 13

But despite all of Peter’s failings, Jesus still had faith in him.
‘Peter,’ he said, ‘I believe that you can persevere and I’m going to make you The Rock, on which my church will be built. And although he wasn’t perfect, Peter did learn to persevere and the Bible tells us that he went on to build up the church throughout the whole world.

Responding

Slide 14

[bookmark: _Hlk79508585]Use the images to promote a discussion of times when we might need to have perseverance.

Sending

Slide 15

Remind the children that our value of perseverance doesn’t just mean ‘never giving up’, it means that we can always have hope and that we can try again when things go wrong. This could be related to big things in like it was for big things in life like it was for Nick Vujicic or Peter in the story or it could be something as simple as learning to do joined-up writing.

Slide 16

Finish with this prayer or an alternative according to the custom of the school.

Play the piece of music from the beginning of worship again as children leave.
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