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Board of Education

The Christian Value of Joy

Romans 15:13

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

The premise of this set of reflection resources is to consider joy as something deeper and richer than happiness; something that has a spiritual dimension. Happiness is derived from our circumstances and experiences; joy is what happens deep inside your spirit and soul. They also consider that joy is not something that we experience in isolation but links closely to love and peace, the two other values that it is joined by as the first three fruits of the spirit as described in the New Testament, St Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

Whole School Worship

This reflection explores the value of joy through considering the conclusion of the Old Testament story of Joseph. The whole story can be found in the book of Genesis, Chapters 37-50.

You will need the associated PowerPoint presentation.

Slide 1: Introduction slide for display as children enter the hall. This includes a verse from the New Testament book of Paul’s letter to the Romans 15:13 that encourages Christians that the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives enables deep peace, joy and consequently hope:

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

This links together joy with hope and peace. Later in the presentation joy is also linked to love – the first three fruits of the spirit, as described in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, are love, joy and peace. These fruits or values are clearly linked and are rarely experienced or demonstrated in isolation. A slide later in the presentation gives time to reflect on this idea.

Slide 2: Click to start the next slides – the pictures will appear automatically. Start by recapping what everyone knows about the story of Joseph. There is lots to explore in this story but explain that today’s worship will be focusing on the end of the story. The three pictures in this slide recall:
· Joseph being given his special coat of many colours by his father, Jacob. His brothers perceived him being treated as a favourite son.
· His jealous brothers were so fed up that they threw him down a well.
· Instead of leaving him there, they decided to sell him as a slave to some Egyptian traders.
Slide 3: The three pictures in this slide recall:
· Joseph is sold to Potiphar, Captain of the Egyptian Guard, who is impressed by his abilities and how hard he works.
· Potiphar’s wife takes a shine to him but Joseph rejects her approaches.
· The wife, angry at his rejection, makes false allegations about Joseph and he is thrown into prison.

Slide 4: The three pictures in this slide recall:
· In prison, Joseph helps a baker and cup bearer to understand their dreams. For one it is good news, for the other not so good as he is executed!
· The pharaoh hears of Joseph’s wisdom and asks him to interpret a dream that has been troubling him for a while. From the dream, Joseph predicts seven years of good harvest and then seven years of drought.
· Pharaoh trusts Joseph and appoints him in charge of preparing for the famine. 

Slide 5: The two pictures in this slide recall:
· Joseph’s brothers bowing down to him to ask for mercy and for grain as they are beginning to starve because of the famine. They do not recognise Joseph as it had been many years since they sold him as a slave.
· Joseph recognises them and gives them a task to prove their worthiness. When this happens, Joseph reveals himself to them, forgives them and welcomes them to come and live with him in Egypt. They bring their father Jacob to Egypt too, to be reunited with Joseph.
This is the part of the story this reflection on Joy will focus on:

Slide 6: Throughout his life in Egypt, Joseph would not have succeeded in the circumstances he faced if he was angry and complaining. He kept his faith and joy in the Lord, who then honoured and blessed him. He knew God had a plan for his life even when everything pointed the other way. After Pharaoh made him second in command over all of Egypt and his brothers were reunited with him, Joseph told them not to worry about his anger against them for God had allowed all this to happen for good: 
“Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive’”.

Despite what had happened, Joseph allowed joy into his heart rather than bitterness. He could easily have focused on the wrong that others had accused him of or did to him. Instead, he focused on God and sought his comfort, wisdom and hope during difficult times.

Invite pupils to think about how they respond to difficult or tough situations. Do they focus on the negative aspects or try to figure out a positive way to deal with such times. Do they ever pray to God for wisdom, help or peace? This is something that Christians do all the time and trust that God will be with them, through His Holy Spirit; that even during hard times His presence will mean they can still experience joy.

Slide 7: Earlier in the notes, the first three fruits of the spirit were referred to – love, joy and peace. This diagram reminds us that they exist because of each other. Out of love for God and love for others we can experience joy and peace – together these fruits of the spirit give us hope for the future too.
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Prayer (invite those who would like to make this their prayer to join in with the amen at the end):

Loving God
As we seek to love one another, as You taught us, may we experience the deep joy that brings.
Even when times are tough, help us to trust in You and know that Your love will give us hope,
comfort us in peace and enable a joyful spirit.
In Jesus’ name, Amen
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Prayer

Loving God

As we seek to love one another,
as You taught us, may we
experience the deep joy that
brings.

Even when times are tough, help
us to trust in You and know that
Your love will give us hope,
comfort us in peace and enable a
joyful spirit.

In Jesus’ name, Amen
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