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Board of Education

The Christian Value of Joy

Romans 15:13

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

The premise of this set of reflection resources is to consider joy as something deeper and richer than happiness; something that has a spiritual dimension. Happiness is derived from our circumstances and experiences; joy is what happens deep inside your spirit and soul. They also consider that joy is not something that we experience in isolation but links closely to love and peace, the two other values that it is joined by as the first three fruits of the spirit as described in the New Testament, St Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

KS 2 Reflection 1

This reflection explores the value of joy through exploring a parable Jesus told. This story is often called, ‘The Lost Coin’ and can be found in the New Testament, Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 15 verses 8 -10.

You will need the associated PowerPoint presentation.

Slide 1: Introduction slide for display at the start of the reflection. 

Slide 2: Reveal the two pictures that represent two related parables from the New Testament (The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin). Ask whether the children can identify the stories. The more eagle-eyed will spot a coin on the floor of the room. If they do not notice it, advance the slide to reveal the arrow pointing out the coin. At the time of Jesus, this is likely to have been a sliver Denarius, about the equivalent of a typical day’s wage. 

Once the stories have been identified, read the short parables to the children and ask what the stories have in common.

The Lost Sheep, Luke 15:4-7  4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
The Lost Coin, Luke 15:8-10  8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The likely answer will be that in both examples, something was lost that has now been found. That is of course true! However, perhaps the most important thing to note is the joy that this results in. Both the shepherd and the woman represent God. The sheep and the coin both already belonged to Him but had become lost (a metaphor for humankind turning away from God); they have now been found (in other words, representing someone who has recognised their sin and turned back to follow God – Jesus). This decision to return to God results in great joy in heaven. 
The Lost Sheep: Luke 15:7 “I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”

The Lost Coin: Luke 15:10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Slide 3: Reflection: Ask whether the children know any other stories in the Bible like this. In Luke’s Gospel, the two parables already examined are followed by Jesus telling the story of ‘The Prodigal Son’. This is a longer story but also talks of reconciliation – again, this results in great joy.
Take some time for children to reflect on things that have been lost to them, and how these impact upon them. This of course could be a person as well as a ‘thing’. [NB It is of course good to be aware of any children who may have recently suffered with a bereavement.] Perhaps children have been lost themselves – can they remember how their parents/guardians reacted when they were found? It could also be that sometimes we feel lost ourselves – feel unsure about our place in the world. Christians believe that God can help us to feel peaceful and have hope for the future when we pray to Him.
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Revisit the diagram that was part of the whole school worship presentation. This shows the first three fruits of the spirit, encompassed by hope. In the context of this reflection: 

Joy – experienced when something precious is found
Love – demonstrates our care and help for those who have lost something 
Peace – we have hope in God that he is with us always, despite our circumstances; this gives us peace


Slide 9: Prayer – Use the prayer on the slide – for children who would like to make it their prayer, invite them to join in with the amen at the end. 

Loving God
Thank you that you love us so much that celebrations of great joy take place in heaven when we look to Jesus
Help us to show love towards each other, especially those that have lost something precious or feel unsure or lonely.
Bless us with your joyful hope and give us peace in times of trouble.
In Jesus’ name
Amen
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Prayer

Loving God

As we seek to love one another,
as You taught us, may we
experience the deep joy that
brings.

Even when times are tough, help
us to trust in You and know that
Your love will give us hope,
comfort us in peace and enable a
joyful spirit.

In Jesus’ name, Amen
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