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Giving Culture 

The first area to explore is your culture of giving and generosity. Spend a couple of 
minutes discussing the following questions, either as a group or in small break-out 
groups:

1. Why should I give to this church? 
There are many reasons why people give to their church. Discuss what makes your church 
distinctive (location, style of worship, missional activities etc...) and try to encourage one 
another to share how and why you first started giving to the church.

2. Do we have a budget? Do we pay attention to it? 
Budgets help you stay financially secure and enable you to respond to Gods call of 
mission and generosity to your community. They also help build trust in the way you run 
your finances and this can encourage giving. If you don’t have a budget, how might you 
go about creating one?

3. Culture of generosity... 
Using the scales below, where would you place your church.

At risk financially

Not very generous

Little faith God will provide

Few givers

Financially secure

Very generous

Great faith God will provide

Many givers

GENEROSITY 22

We believe in a generous God, a God who gave up everything for us and gave us 
everything we could ever need. God calls us to be generous in response to this 
generosity and to share it with others. We should not see the money we have (either 
personally or as a church) as ours, but rather as God’s and we are called to receive 
these gifts and to sensibly manage them.

And yet, so many of us find it difficult to talk about giving and generosity. 
This document is a simple way for you as a PCC to talk about how you encourage 
giving and generosity in your church and wider community. By working through 
these questions and activities, you should find yourself in a position to be able to 
encourage a healthy and challenging exploration of giving. 

Jesus and Money 
We see through the life of Jesus that money, wealth, and possessions should
not be a subject we are afraid to explore. In the Bible we find more verses on it than 
of ‘faith’ or ‘prayer’ and it is only the subject of ‘love’ that we see more
frequently. The way we handle our money and our assets should be wholly 
integrated into our life as a follower of Jesus and our desire and calling to be 
Christ-like. Our generosity, in all aspects of life, is a hallmark of a lived-out faith and 
a testament to it. We are called to be generous.
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and our desire and calling to be Christ-like. Our generosity, in all aspects of life, is a 
hallmark of a lived-out faith and a testament to it. We are called to be generous.

As a Diocese our thinking is guided by our vision as we want:
• to equip people to live as disciples of Christ;
• to pray, individually and together as worshipping communities;
• to serve those living in our local neighbourhoods together.

As part of this process, we are seeking growth in depth of discipleship, our impact on 
society and the numbers of those who are becoming disciples of Christ.
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Generosity Week could become part of a longer 
Generosity Season, ending with Harvest

September is one of the best times in the church year to 
preach on generosity because the lectionary naturally 
moves through themes of God’s provision, stewardship, 
gratitude, discipleship, and the use of resources. 

Generosity is at the heart of the Christian faith. We worship a generous 
God who “did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us” 
(Romans 8:32), and who “so loved the world that he gave his only Son” 
(John 3:16). Our own generosity is one of the clearest ways we reflect 
God’s character in the world, for “every generous act of giving, with 
every perfect gift, is from above” (James 1:17). 

The ministry and mission of each parish is sustained through the faithful 
giving of God’s people, enabling local churches to worship, serve their 
communities and share the good news of Jesus Christ. As St Paul reminds 
us, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7), and our generosity 
is part of bearing fruit as disciples. 

The following series is based on the lectionary readings for September 
2026 and can be used in conjunction with a gift day on Harvest Sunday. 
The Gift Day can be a renewal of giving, a launch of a new digital giving 
device, or an encouragement for regular givers to use the Parish 
Giving Scheme (PGS). 

SEPTEMBER 27th to OCTOBER 4th 2026
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Top Tip: Place the giving invitation on Harvest Sunday itself, supported 
by a clear vision of what increased giving will enable the parish to do 
and see over the next year (or 2-3 years), so that your congregation 
can naturally respond to the gospel message on Harvest Gift Day. 
Consider including first-hand testimonies each week from people in 
your congregation or parish who have been blessed by the church; 
these could be live, videos, or written in the pew sheet.

Series: Living Generous Lives

Date Gospel 
Reading

Key Theme Focus Application

September  
6th (14th after 
Trinity)

Week 1: 
Generosity 
Reflects God’s 
Character

Luke 
14:1-14

Hospitality and 
generosity 
without 
expecting 
return

God gives without 
expecting 
repayment.

Christian generosity 
is not transactional.

The Church exists to 
bless others.

How generous is our 
church culture?

Hospitality as a form of 
generosity.

September 
13th (15th after 
Trinity) 

Week 2: What 
God Values

Luke 
15:1-10

The value God 
places on every 
person

God’s extravagant 
pursuit of people.

Every person 
matters to God.

Generosity is about 
kingdom growth, not 
institutional survival.

Giving enables mission.

We invest in what God 
treasures.

September 
20th (16th 
after Trinity)

Week 3: 
Faithful 
Steward

Luke 
16:1-13

Faithfulness 
with money and 
possessions

Everything belongs 
to God.

Stewardship is 
discipleship.

Giving is a spiritual 
practice.

Review personal giving.

Introduce the Parish 
Giving Scheme.

September 
27th (17th 
after Trinity)

Week 4: 
Harvest Gift 
Day

Luke 
16:19-31

The rich man 
and Lazarus; 
wealth and 
responsibility

Wealth carries 
responsibility.

God blesses us to be 
a blessing.

Gratitude should 
overflow into 
generosity.

Gift Day or Harvest 
Offering.

Invitation to increase 
regular giving in line with 
inflation.

Vision for what generosity 
makes possible.

Harvest Festival (often September 27th or October 4th)
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Liturgy

Weekly Service Material – Gratitude and Generosity

Eucharist Material

•	 1st Sunday of the week: A Eucharist to 
celebrate Gratitude (PDF)

•	 2nd Sunday of the week: A Eucharist to 
celebrate Generosity (PDF)

Service of the Word

•	 A Service of the Word to celebrate 
Gratitude (PDF)

•	 A Service of the Word to celebrate 
Generosity (PDF)

Service Content Packs

•	 Gratitude

•	 Generosity

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-eucharist-to-celebrate-gratitude.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-eucharist-to-celebrate-gratitude.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-service-of-the-word-to-celebrate-generosity.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-service-of-the-word-to-celebrate-generosity.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-service-of-gratitude.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-service-of-gratitude.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-service-of-the-word-to-celebrate-generosity.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/a-service-of-the-word-to-celebrate-generosity.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/week-2-gratitude.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/week-1-service-content-pack.pdf
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Other resources

For Children

•	 Children’s resources

For Study

•	 Living Generously Films

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/generosityandchildren2025.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/generosityandchildren2025.pdf

