	Form 15
(Rules 3.5 and 4.4)

	Trees

Petition for faculty

	Before completing this petition please read the guidance on faculty applications concerning trees issued by the chancellor of the diocese. The guidance will inform you about whether or not a faculty is required for what you propose to do. In case of doubt you should consult the diocesan registrar. If a faculty is not required do not complete this form.
Part 1 only of this form should be completed and sent to the Diocesan Advisory Committee when seeking the Committee’s advice. A copy of the standard information in Form 1A should also be sent to the Committee unless it has previously been sent to them and the particulars have not changed.

If, following receipt of the Committee’s advice, a faculty is to be applied for the remainder of the form should also be completed and the whole of this form together with the standard information form sent to the diocesan registry.

	

	In the Consistory Court of the Diocese of

	

	Parish of

	

	FULL NAME
	ADDRESS
	OFFICE HELD

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	Insert (a) full name (b) address and (c) office held (e.g. incumbent, churchwarden etc.) of each petitioner. Normally the minister should be one of the petitioners. For closed churchyards maintained by a local authority the petitioner should normally be the local authority.

	

	apply for a faculty authorising work concerning a tree (or trees) in the churchyard of

_________________________________________________________________________

	

	or in the burial ground or closed churchyard located at

_________________________________________________________________________

	

	

	Signatures of Petitioners

	_______________________
	_______________________
	_______________________

	


	Part 1

Particulars

	Please answer whichever of sections A, B or C apply to your proposals.

Please enclose a plan or drawing of the entire churchyard or burial ground showing the location of the tree(s) concerned and any proposed planting sites.

	

	Section A – New Planting
Please answer the questions in this section if you wish to plant a tree or trees


	A1. What type of tree(s) is it proposed to plant?

	

	

	

	A2. What is the likely height and spread (diameter) of the tree(s)?

	a. After 10 years
	Height:
	Spread:

	b. At maturity
	Height:
	Spread:

	Note: Surface roots may cause severe damage to paths, graves and memorials. The roots of some types of trees actively seek, and may damage and block, drains. Fallen leaves of deciduous trees may, if they are slow to decay, pose a danger on paths and may block gutters and surface drains.

	

	A3. What is the reason for the proposal?

	

	

	

	

	Section B – Felling

Please answer the questions in this section if you wish to fell a tree or trees.

If you intend to plant replacement trees please answer the questions in section A as well. If it is later decided to plant replacement trees advice should be sought as to whether a faculty is required.


	B1. Are any of the trees in question subject to a tree preservation order?

	Yes
	( 

	No
	( 

	

	B2. If you answered yes to B1 or the churchyard or burial ground is in a conservation area, has notice of the work been given to the local authority?

	Yes
	( (Please enclose copies of any relevant correspondence from the local authority.)

	No
	( 

	

	B3. What is the type of tree? ________________________________

	

	B4. What is the size and approximate height, spread (diameter) and age of the tree(s) (if known)?

	Height:
	Spread:
	Age:

	

	B5. What is the reason for the proposal to fell?

	

	


	B6. Has a specialist report been obtained from a local authority tree officer or other suitably qualified expert?

	Yes
	( (Please enclose a copy of the report)

	No
	( 

	

	B7. Who is to carry out the work?

	

	

	

	

	Section C – Lopping, topping or other major pruning
Please answer the questions in this section if you wish to carry out lopping, topping or other major pruning

	(Major pruning includes pollarding, coppicing, crown thinning and crown lifting.)

	

	C1. Are any of the trees in question subject to a tree preservation order?

	Yes
	( 

	No
	( 

	

	C2. If you answered yes to C1 or the churchyard or burial ground is in a conservation area, has notice of the work been given to the local authority?

	Yes
	( (Please enclose copies of any relevant correspondence from the local authority.)

	No
	( 

	

	C4. What is the type of tree? ________________________________

	

	C5. What method of lopping, topping or other major pruning is proposed?

	

	

	

	C6. Has a specialist report been obtained from a local authority tree officer or other suitably qualified expert?

	Yes
	( (Please attach a copy of the report)

	No
	( 

	

	C7. Who is to carry out the work?

	

	

	

	


	Part 2

Information in support

	

	This part is to be completed by the chair of the parochial church council or by some other person authorised to act on its behalf.

	

	1. Does the parochial church council support the application?
	Yes ( No ( 

	

	2. If yes, please complete the following, deleting that which does not apply:

The parochial church council at its meeting on _____________________ passed unanimously / without dissent / by a majority of ______ to _____ of those present and voting a resolution relating to the application. There are _____ members of the council.

A copy of the resolution signed by the chair / secretary is enclosed with this petition.



	3. If there is any other information that you would like the chancellor to be aware of or to take into account please enclose separate sheet giving details.

(If the churchyard of burial ground is classified as, or is part of, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) you should consult Natural England before submitting this petition. Please enclose any relevant correspondence.)

	

	Signed ____________________________   Date _____________________

	Chair of PCC or other person

authorised to act on its behalf


