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Fairness Collective Worship – Teacher guidance
Summer 2 2024

These collective worship resources help pupils to explore the theme of fairness, linked to the concept of Fair Play in the Olympic Games.

If you have time to go into this in more detail, you can find more ideas here (Fair Play and Olympic Values) and here (A Brief History of Fair Play in the Olympics.) The Oxfam resources A Sporting Chance also explore the idea of fairness in sport for older pupils.


Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 
 
Ask for volunteers to take part in a competition, for example who can skip the most times in one minute, or run the most times through an agility ladder, or bat a ball in the air. Make sure it is obviously unfair, e.g. blindfold one pupil, make another compete wearing shoes and a coat that are much too big for them, or use a beach ball / ping-pong ball.  

Ask the children how they felt? What was wrong with the competition? Did it matter that it was so unfair? Why does fairness matter?

Slide 2 Explain that our theme for Collective Worship is Fairness and they are going to hear a story about two brothers, one of them cheated the other. Ask them to listen carefully and then tell you what was unfair in the story. 

Either play the Saddleback Kids video of Esau and Jacob, following the link on the slide (stop at 2:10), or show them this video from God’s Story.

Alternatively, you could read ‘The Bad Brother’ from the Lion Storyteller Bible, page 18, which focuses on the second part of the story, where Jacob tricks his father. You could make this more interactive by asking the children to say ‘hairy’ in a deep voice every time you say the name Esau, and ‘cheat’ in a creepy voice every time you mention Jacob. 

Ask them to talk in pairs about what was unfair in the story, how did Jacob cheat his brother? Explain that in those days, the oldest brother was entitled to a double share of the family farm, animals and money. Jacob took his brother’s birthright in exchange for a bowl of stew, even though he knew that was wrong and then he tricked his father into thinking he was Esau, so he could steal his blessing.

Later in his life Jacob changed and he became a more honest, trustworthy person. God gave him a new name, Israel and  he was the father of Joseph and all his brothers who became the twelve tribes of Israel – but he had to go through a lot more experiences before he learned to treat other people fairly. 

Slide 3 

Who recognises these rings? (The Olympic rings). Where was this picture taken? (Paris) Why? (The Olympic Games will be held in Paris from 26th July to 11th August this year.) The man who started the Olympics, Pierre de Coubertin, was very clear that the games were to be a celebration of fair play and that playing fairly was more important than winning. 

Ask the older pupils if they can put the quote about fighting well into their own words. 
Can they think of a situation in a sport where someone might not play fairly?
We’re going to look at two examples of competitors who chose to play fairly, rather than win a medal.
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Judy Guinness (on the left) represented Britain in the 1932 Olympics in Los Angeles. She was awarded the gold medal, but then she told the judges that they’d got the scoring wrong and they owed two point to her Austrian opponent, so she only got the silver medal. 

Do you think she did the right thing? She ended up being more famous for her honesty and fair play, than if she’d come first. Some people say that what she did was better than winning a gold medal. Do you agree?
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Description automatically generated]At the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo, the Käll brothers from Sweden were about to win a gold medal, when they noticed that the Australian boat behind them was capsizing. They decided to go back and help their opponents. They rescued one of them who was in the water and then they helped the other sailor who was in the sinking boat clinging on to the mast.  They ended up in 18th place overall, but they were awarded the first ever Fair Play Trophy. It’s still awarded today for competitors who show outstanding sportsmanship.

In our next collective worships, we’ll be thinking more about fairness and how competitors in the Olympic Games have shown this value. 
Fair Play isn’t just about top-level sportsmen and women, we can all learn to play fairly, whether it’s a game at home or in the playground, school sports day or a match against another school. Fairness isn’t just about sports and games. Think what the world would be like if nobody played fairly! 

Responding

Slide 5  

Use this prayer or one of your own. Encourage the children to say ‘Amen’ at the end, if they agree with the words. 

Dear God,
Thank you that you believe in fair play.
Thank you for the examples of sportsmen and women who have chosen to play fairly.
Please help us to treat other people fairly, whether it’s in class, at home or when we’re playing sport or games.
Amen.


Sending

Slide 6 
Play Speak Up by Fischy Music. If the children know it already, they can join in, otherwise they can learn it in the following key stage worships. 
Ask them how they think the words link to the theme of fairness. When might we have to use our voice and speak up? When might it be important to stand our ground? Or step up and do something?

Challenge the children to look out for opportunities to be fair in the coming week. Tell them that you’ll be asking them for examples of when they’ve noticed other children acting fairly.  
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The gold medal had just been awarded to
Britain's Judy Guinness. But she pointed out
tothe judges that they had forgotten to
‘count two points scored by her opponent. So
she lost the gold medal, but insteod gained
the esteem of those watching and the whole
sports world.
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¥ French skier Pierre-Emmanuel Dalein was
1 leading the race and seemed certain of a
¥ podium finish. But heavy snow forced the.
Y organisers to hait the competition. When the
¥ face was restarted, Dalcin skied off the course
1 and wos disqualified. At the finish line, in a fit
1 of rage he swore and gave the jury the finger!
L ¥ That earned him @ 3200-euro fine.
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seeing how they behave. So everyone

1 remembered whot the Kail brothers did!
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boat started sinking, Although they hod
o obligation to do 5o, the two brothers.
decided to go back and help their
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