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Fairness Collective Worship, Teacher guidance KS2 (1)
Summer 2 2024

These collective worship resources help pupils to explore the theme of fairness, linked to the concept of Fair Play in the Olympic Games.

If you have time to go into this in more detail, you can find more ideas here (Fair Play and Olympic Values) and here (A Brief History of Fair Play in the Olympics.) The Oxfam resources A Sporting Chance also explore the idea of fairness in sport for older pupils.



Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 
 
Slide 2 
Have you ever helped someone else, just because it was the right thing to do? Even if it cost you or you had to go out of your way to do so?
We’re going to hear a story from the Bible about someone who did just that. 
You may remember David from the story of Goliath? Some years later, King Saul became very jealous of David because he was so popular, so he wanted to get rid of him. The King’s son, Jonathan, decided to help David escape. Jonathan had nothing to gain from helping David, in fact he was next in line to the throne and it would have been better for him if David was out of the way, you might have expected him to be jealous of David too. But David was Jonathan’s friend, and he knew that his father Saul was being really unfair. If he wanted to act fairly, he had to help David escape. 
He risked everything – his father’s anger, his chance of being king one day, maybe his own life, because he wanted to act fairly. 

Either follow the link on the slide to play the Saddleback Kids Slapstick Theatre version of the story, or you could use the Crossroads Kids Club Storytellers Video, David and Jonathan. 
Alternatively, you could read the story from 1 Samuel 20, using a child-friendly version of the Bible – or ask some children to act it out. (The Bible Gateway has multiple Bible translations, including the International Children’s Bible and Good News translation.) 


Fair play is about making choices. What choices did Jonathan make that made him help David and treat him fairly?
Slide 3 

Imagine you’re running in a race at sports day. You’re doing really well and you might even win your race. Suddenly you bump into the person next to you by mistake and trip them up. What would you do next?

Talk to the person next to you. Who would keep on running? Who’d stop and check if they were ok? Who would do something different? Why? 
What would be the fair thing to do? Should you stop if it was an accident and you didn’t mean to trip them up?

Slide 4  

What do the children think is happening in this picture?
Remind them that the Olympics is happening later this summer and that we’re thinking about examples of fairness in the Olympics. Remember that the Olympics is a really big deal, much more important than sports day. People train for years to get a place at the Olympics and for many runners it can the most important thing in their life. 

Show them the video of what happened when Nikki Hamblin from New Zealand bumped into the American Abbey D’Agostino at the Rio Olympics in 2016. (Scroll down to the section entitled ‘Help Each Other.’)

In pairs, talk about what was fair or unfair in the story? 
Why do you think they chose to help each other?
Was it fair that the judges let them both run in the final? 

Slide 5

What do you think the video means when it says ‘Sometimes it’s about more than the competition’?
What does it mean that ‘Sometimes it’s about the human spirit’?

Hamblin and D’Agostino were both awarded the Olympic Fair Play medal for stopping to help each other. What choices did the two athletes make, that helped them treat each other fairly?

Abbey D’Agostino was brought up in a Christian family and says that God helped her stop and check that Nikki was all right after she’d tripped up in the race. She says that God showed her that taking part in the Olympics was about much more than winning her race.
What do you think she means by this? 
“God prepared my heart to respond that way,” says U.S. runner who helped rival (aleteia.org)
Rio 2016: Christian Abbey D'Agostino displays 'ultimate Olympic spirit' by helping competitor who fell (christiantoday.com)

Responding

Slide 6 

Look at the three Olympic values, Excellence, Respect and Friendship. Which values do you think Nikki Hamblin and Abbey D’Agostino showed? In what way? 

All three are connected to Fair Play or fairness. How can we show fairness in our everyday lives? E.g. in the classroom? In the playground? At home? 

Slide 7  

Use this prayer or one of your own. Encourage the children to say ‘Amen’ at the end, if they agree with the words. 

Dear God,
Thank you that you believe in fair play.
Thank you for the examples of sports men and women who have chosen to play fairly.
Please help us to treat other people fairly, whether it’s in class, at home or when we’re playing sport or games.
Amen.


Sending

Slide 8
Play Speak Up by Fischy Music. Encourage the children to start joining in with the words. 
As they listen, ask them to think about how it links to the Olympic story, or the story of David and Jonathan.
Did anyone speak up, stand up or step up in these stories?

Challenge the children to look out for opportunities to be fair in the coming week. Tell them that you’ll be asking them for examples when they’ve noticed other children acting fairly.  
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