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Fairness Collective Worship, Teacher guidance KS1 (1)
Summer 2 2024

These collective worship resources help pupils to explore the theme of fairness, using the story of Zacchaeus. 


Gathering 

Slide 1 
Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following your school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Play a game that explores the idea of fairness E.g. 
· Throwing beanbags into a hoop – is it fair if the hoops are different sizes? Or if some children stand closer or further away?
· Playing catch – is it fair if you stand closer together, or if you use a beachball vs a much smaller ball?
· A running race – is it fair if you start at different times? Or run different distances? Or if some children have to do extra things such as pick up a beanbag, or climb through a hoop?
Spend some time talking about what makes a game fair. You could link this to sports day if appropriate. 

Slide 2 
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Show the artwork, what can pupils see in the picture? What else can they see? Can they spot anything that no-one else has seen? What do they think is happening? Why do they think there’s a man up the tree? Who do they think the other people are?

Tell them that one day Jesus met a man called Zaccheus who wasn’t very tall. The other people didn’t like Zacchaeus very much and they wouldn’t let him through, so he decided to climb up a tree so he could see Jesus properly. 


Slide 3 

You could show the BBC Treasure Champs video of the story of Zacchaeus.
Or tell the story from the Lion Storyteller Bible, (Jesus and the Taxman, p130) or another children’s Bible such as the Desmond Tutu Storybook Bible (Zaccheus Turns to Jesus, story 42).
Afterwards, you could ask pupils to act out the story.

What was fair or unfair in the story? Ask the children to put their thumbs up or down, or stand up or down, or say ‘Fair’ / ‘Unfair’ to these different statements. 

· Zacchaeus took money that didn’t belong to him.
· People didn’t like Zacchaeus very much.
· When Jesus came, Zacchaeus couldn’t see him.
· When Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree, he told him he was going to his house for tea.
· Zacchaeus decided to give back all the money he had taken from people.
· Zacchaeus said he would give lots of money away to poor people.

Slides 4 - 8

Show these slides of children sharing toys, playing fairly etc. Talk about what is fair and why.

Responding

Slide 9  

Use this prayer or one of your own. Encourage the children to say ‘Amen’ at the end, if they agree with the words. 

Dear God,
Thank you that you want us to be fair.
Please help us to treat other people fairly, whether it’s in class, at home or when we’re playing sport or games.
Amen.



Sending

Slide 7 
Play Speak Up by Fischy Music. 

Challenge the children to look out for opportunities to be fair in the coming week. Tell them that you’ll be asking them for examples when they’ve noticed other children acting fairly.  
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