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Ewe Matter Easter Story
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· Welcome the Easter story into your home

· You might want to say the welcome prayer together

· Build the Easter scene
· Use the characters from the scene to help you tell the story
· At the end, take a small knitted lamb as a reminder that when Jesus died on the cross he was like a lamb being sacrificed so that people can know God if they want to.
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Jesus’ last week of life began with Jesus entering Jerusalem. People were coming with him, and crowds of people gathered 
around him.  They were so excited, because they had great hopes and dreams about what Jesus was going to do.  You see they wanted a leader who could drive the Romans out of their country and give them back their freedom.  They had heard Jesus’ amazing teaching and seen his miracles and they believed that he could be the one - the leader/the king who would be able to get rid of the Romans! 

So they cheered and threw down their cloaks and palm leaves as he came into the city.  But he didn’t look that impressive – he came on a donkey!  Had he really come to do what they hoped he’d do?  Christians believe that Jesus had come to save and rescue them.  But he wasn’t coming to save and rescue them in the way that these people were thinking, he’d come to do something far more incredible than just get rid of the Romans.

The Easter story tells us of the last week of Jesus’ life – when he did this incredible rescue mission! 
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Palm Sunday

This is the Sunday before Easter when Christians remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. It was the time of the Passover. Passover is a Jewish festival when they remember the story of Moses and the plagues of Egypt, and how the Israelites had to put the blood of a lamb in the shape of a cross on their doorposts so that the angel of death would pass over them and they would be safe.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem for the Passover festival, the people were so excited because they thought that Jesus had come to rescue them from the Romans who were ruling their country. To show they were excited people waved palm branches. 

What excites you? What do you do when you’re excited?
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Jesus spent the last week of his life, which Christians call Holy Week, in Jerusalem. We know what he did on some of the days but not everyday. We know that Jesus went to the temple. This was something that Jewish people did, especially at Passover time. At the temple, people would give an offering to God – often a pigeon, lamb or other small animal. The animal was a sacrifice people gave to God because they believed the animal would make up for the things they’d done wrong. There were people buying and selling things in the temple, selling animals for the offerings. But they were not being fair and were cheating people out of money. This made Jesus very cross and in the Bible it says that he turned over the tables the people were [image: image6.png]@ =
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using to sell things.
What makes you cross? What do you do when you are cross?

Christians know the Thursday of Holy Week as Maundy Thursday and it is when they remember the last meal (last supper) that Jesus had with his friends. At the meal, Jesus washed his disciples feet. This was a strange thing for him to do because feet in those days were very dirty and smelly so cleaning them was the job of the lowest servant; but Jesus did it! Christians believe he was trying to show his friends, the disciples, that he was there to serve them. Whilst this was the Passover meal, Jesus gave it at new meaning by telling his friends that they should remember him whenever they ate bread and drank wine. He said that the bread would remind them of his of his body and the wine of his blood. Jesus was trying to warn his friends that he was going to die.

How do you remember things? Do you have any food memories? Something you love? Something you’d rather not have again?
Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples left the meal to go and tell the Jewish authorities where they could find Jesus. The authorities had been waiting for an opportunity to catch Jesus because they thought he was stirring up trouble and didn’t like what he was teaching. After the meal, Jesus and his friends went to a garden in Jerusalem called Gethsemane.  He knew what was going to happen and when he was alone, he prayed to God to ask if there was any other way. Judas arrived and gave Jesus a kiss, showing the soliders which one Jesus was – they arrested Jesus and took him away.
When do you feel alone? Who helps you?

Jesus was put on trial by both the Jewish authorities and the Romans. The Jews said that Jesus had claimed to be God and wasn’t and so he should die; the Roman leader, Pontius Pilate couldn’t find anything that Jesus had done wrong so he let the people decide. There was a Passover tradition that a prisoner could be released so Pilate asked the people to choose between Jesus and Barabbas (a thief). The people shouted for Barabbas to go free and so Jesus was sentenced to death. The crowd shouted, “Crucify him!”
Who would you have chosen to free and why?

Later, on the Friday Jesus was taken to a hill, known as Golgotha, the place of the skull, outside Jerusalem and crucified. Crucifixion was how the Romans killed people and it involved nailing them to a cross. Crucifixion was a long and painful way to die. Jesus’ friends were there when he died and the Bible says that there was an earthquake and the sky turned black. It also says that the curtain in the temple, which was around the most holy place, tore in two. Christians believe that the temple curtain tearing, was a sign of how Jesus’ death had got rid of the things that separated people from God.
After Jesus had died, his friends took his body and buried it quickly in a tomb. It was almost the Sabbath, the Jewish holy day of rest. 
Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday. Why might the day someone died be ‘Good’?

Nothing happened on the Saturday as far as we know because it was the day of rest.

The Bible says that early on the Sunday morning, the day Christians call Easter Day, some friends of Jesus went to the tomb. Jesus had been buried so quickly that there hadn’t been time to clean his body and the women went with spices and herbs to clean it. When they got there the Bible tells us that they saw the big stone which had been in front of the tomb had been rolled away and Jesus’ body had gone. Jesus’ friends were upset because they thought that Jesus’ body had been stolen – even though the Romans had guarded the tomb. Then, they saw Jesus. They didn’t recognise him at first, probably because they were crying and not expecting to see him; but then he said one of their names, “Mary”. They were amazed. Jesus had come back to life. They could touch him, walk with him, talk with him and he wanted them to go and tell their other friends.
The Bible says that Jesus stayed on earth for another 40 days with his followers before returning to heaven to be with God his father. He didn’t die again, but was taken up to heaven. He promised to come back again one day.

