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Dignity

Key Stage 2 – Reflection 1

The reflection builds on the whole school collective worship on dignity and shows children how enabling others to have dignity through showing honour and respect, also enables us to have dignity.

You will need the associated PowerPoint.

Slide 1: Re-cap the whole school collective worship on dignity, reminding children that people have dignity when they are shown honour and respect. Remind the children how we talked about people sometimes being given special honours for the important things they have done. 

Slide 2: But that the Bible tells us that we need to treat everyone we meet with dignity.

Slide 3: Among the people given special honours this year was this person – not King Charles and not the Prime Minister but the person who is with them. You probably won’t know who he is but what can you tell about him from the picture? It is actually Epraim Mirvis, the Chief Rabbi and he was made ‘Sir Ephraim’ by King Charles (the chief rabbi is the spiritual leader of the Jewish people in our country, which will need to be explained in the most appropriate way for your children).

Slide 4: When he heard that he had been given a special honour, Rabbi Mirvis said that, ‘This is a very great honour but all people need to be honoured and to learn the importance of honouring others, so that they can know the dignity they have because they were created in the image of God.’ (Remind the children that we reflected on this in the whole school collective worship).

Slide 5: Rabbi Mirvis met Queen Elizabeth lots of times and when the Queen died, he said this: ‘Her Majesty the Queen, was the most highly honoured person in Britain. But because of her faith in God, she believed that her great dignity came from giving honour to many others. She had a natural love for other people and she related to everyone she met with dignity and respect and made them all feel important.’

Slide 6: Some people seem to think that they should be honoured and respected just because they have lots of money or they are good at pushing other people around. But do you think people like that really have dignity – or are the people with real dignity the ones who honour and respect others? You may wish to discuss the people in the images (obviously the intention is to draw the contract between Andrew Tait, without necessarily explaining who he is, and Daniel Radcliffe, the Queen, David Beckham, Taylor Swift and Johnny Depp giving their time to make others feel honoured and respected).

Slide 7: Spend some time asking the children to reflect on the ideas that were put forward in the whole school collective worship about how we can honour the dignity of others. 

Slide 8: Finish with this prayer or ask the children to create one of their own.
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