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Dignity

Key Stage 2 – Reflection 2

This is the second of two reflections which build on the whole school collective worship on dignity and explores the relationship between humility and dignity.

You will need the associated PowerPoint.

Slide 1: Re-cap the what we have learned about dignity in the whole school collective worship and the previous reflection. Remind children that in our school we believe that all people have dignity because they are made in God’s image and that people grow in dignity when they show honour and respect to each other. 

Slide 2: Show children the Global Dignity video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ftl1fhFnYu0
Do watch this beforehand as it is really rich in ideas that you could explore with the children as you feel appropriate. Note down the times of any particular things that are said which you may want to draw the children’s attention to.

Slide 3: At 2:27 in the video, one of the people says that, ‘Dignity is total humility.’ 

Slide 4: Relate this to the point we made in the last reflection that the kind of people who have true dignity are those who don’t think they are better than other people but instead show respect and honour to others.

Slide 5: Tell the children that we are going to explore this idea through a story that Jesus told. This story is sometimes called ‘The Parable of the Lowest Place’ – Luke 14:7-14. 

One time Jesus was at a wedding feast and he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, so he told them this: ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best seats for the honoured guests, someone more honoured than you might have been invited and you won’t look very dignified if you have to get up and move down to a lower place. Instead, when you get to the wedding, go and sit down at the lowest place, then the host of the wedding might say, ‘Friend, move up higher,’ and you will be honoured. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’ (This is a well-known quote which might require interpretation.)
Jesus also said (Slide 6), ‘When you give a give or a dinner, do not invite only your friends and relatives or rich and impressive people. But when you give a party, invite the poor and all of the people who get left out. And you will be blessed by God. 


Slide 7: C S Lewis was a famous Christian writer who said this about humility. Explore the idea that Parable of the Lowest Place is telling us that we grow in dignity when we have humility but this doesn’t mean thinking that we don’t matter – it means knowing that we don’t have to try to make ourselves look important because we are made in God’s image.

Slide 8: Play the Global Dignity video again and ask children to reflect on what dignity means for them as they watch it. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ftl1fhFnYu0

Slide 9: Finish with this prayer or ask the children to create one of their own.
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