IN DEPTH: REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS

Opening your homes
to help those in need

We asked you to welcome Ukrainian refugees into your homes as

they fled from the invasion. Your response has been amazing!
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WHEN Judy Walker saw images
of Ukrainians forced from their
bombed-out homes, she was
desperate to help.

She and her husband Andrew are
fortunate to have some spare
bedrooms, so they immediately
offered to host refugees fleeing
the conflict, as part of our
diocesan scheme. They’ve now
been matched with a Ukrainian
woman Olga and her 16-year-old
daughter Daria, and are waiting
to welcome them to Southsea.

Judy and Andrew are among
72 hosts from across our diocese
who have offered to welcome

a total of 1779 Ukrainian guests
into their homes, as they flee
from the Russian bombardment.
Another 49 people have offered
to befriend those refugees. It’s
an incredible response to the
campaign we started just a
couple of weeks before Easter.

“When you see the images on TV,
it is a tragedy for those people,”
said Judy. “Especially seeing
women and children having

to choose whether to take the
nappies or the cuddly toys or

the powdered milk in your only
rucksack. As a mother, you put
yourselfin that position and it
feels so sad.

“We immediately thought that we
wanted to host. If | lived in Poland
or Moldova, I'd be on the train

Judy Walker in one of the bedrooms she’ll be offering to Olga and Daria, a
Ukrainian family she has already been linked with

station with a sign offering space.
The least that we can do is offer
some kindness to people who are
desperate.

‘Il hope we can
provide safety,
dignity and some
joy in their lives’

“It’s easier for us as we’ve hosted
foreign students for more than
20 years, which has been a
really positive experience. It has
been enlightening to experience
something of their culture, and it
has enhanced our family life as
our children Daisy and Oscar -
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who are now in their 20s - got to
talk to people from all over the
world as they grew up.

“We also have the space to

give our guests the top floor

of our house, with bedrooms

and a bathroom, which allows
them the dignity of living slightly
independently. They can eat with
us, or cook for themselves. They'll
have a key, so they can come and
go as they please. Of course, the
refugees aren’t coming willingly,
they’ll have experienced complex
trauma.

“We've already had a couple of
Zoom calls with Olga and her
daughter Daria and found out

something about each other.
Daria speaks English, but her
mother doesn’t, so we had a
Ukrainian translator. They come
from Lviv, and Olga has another
daughter who has just got
married and is choosing to stay in
Ukraine. Olga works in accounts
and is keen to learn English and
look for work when she arrives.
We’re not sure if Daria will go into
a sixth-form or a local college.

“One of the things they had to do
was to fill in an application form
which included all of our personal
details, so we could be linked
together. | know that Portsmouth
City Council has now received
that, so they will also provide
some support.

“I'm really grateful that Citizens
UK allow us to meet together via
Zoom in advance, so that we can
sort all these issues out. But | can’t
quite imagine what it must feel
like for your future to depend on
filling out a form with details from
someone who you’ve only just met
online.

“They are so brave, and | can’t
quite comprehend what it must
feel like for them. This will be
different from anything else we've
ever done. But | hope that we can
provide safety, dignity and some
laughter and joy into their lives”

Our diocese launched the drive to
find at least 50 hosts for Ukrainian
refugees at the start of April,
hoping to inspire churchgoers and
others to open their homes and
welcome those fleeing from the
Russian invasion.

Canon Nick Ralph, social
responsibility adviser for our
diocese, said: “We have been
thrilled with what has turned
out to be an overwhelming and
positive response to our initial
request for help to find hosts for
50 refugees.

“Local people all over the diocese
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Just some of the toldy bears knitted by those from St Sovié’Qr—on—the—ClifﬁA

B

Shanklin, to be sent to those in Ukraine

Help for those

suffering from

brutal conflict in Ukraine

OUR churches started to pray and
offer practical support to those
suffering in Ukraine as soon as
Russia invaded.

Our Archbishops declared Ash
Wednesday as a day of prayer,
and prayers for peace have
continued in Sunday services.

The congregation of St
Saviour’s, Shanklin, and their
friends have now knitted 788
teddy bears to be sent to
Ukrainian refugee children. They
were blessed by the Rev Albert
Waterman and sent with a poem
from churchwarden Sandra
Hoskins.

Some churches acted as
collection points for donations
of humanitarian aid and medical
supplies that were taken to those
suffering in Ukraine and other
countries. Holy Trinity Church,

Ventnor, was one such depot. The
collections were co-ordinated

by volunteers from Isle of Wight
Community Help For Ukraine.

It was a similar story at Church
of the Holy Spirit, Southsea. Their
local textile recycling centre
has Ukrainian owners, so Astra
Recycling asked for donations
of sleeping bags, warm clothing,
blankets, backpacks, torches,
tents, nappies and baby formula.
Donations were left in the church
and taken to Ukraine.

At St Simon’s, Southseaq,
worshippers welcome members
of the Ukrainian community each
Friday from 10am-12noon. They
are offering coffee, cake and
conversation.

Find out more about the
ways we’re helping on www.
portsmouth.anglican.org/ukraine.

Citizens UK, which also has
partners in Ukraine, Moldova and
Poland, and can therefore identify
refugees, link them with hosts

and organise transport to the UK.
Our diocese is one of 20 strategic
partners working with Citizens UK.
Between them, those strategic
partners have recruited 1,000

have been exceedingly generous,
and we are now moving into the
phase of linking refugees with
these hosts and then helping
them get the visas and checks
done before they travel here”

Our diocese is working in
partnership with the charity
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