UPFRONT: LATEST NEWS

Delegates flock to city
for global conference
HUNDREDS of representatives of
Mothers’ Union groups from across
the UK – and beyond – came
to Portsmouth for their annual
meeting.
Around 1,000 delegates attended
one of two Eucharistic services in
Portsmouth Cathedral the day
before their General Meeting in
Portsmouth’s Guildhall.
And they heard from the new
Worldwide President of the Mothers’
Union, Sheran Harper, who praised
the praying power of millions of MU
members, and their responsiveness
to humanitarian crises around
the world. The Mothers’ Union is
the oldest and largest women’s
movement in the world, and
unites four million Christians in 84
countries worldwide.
Our cathedral hosted two separate
Eucharistic services on the same
day to cater for Mothers’ Union
delegates who had come to
Portsmouth from diocesan MU
groups across the country. Around
600 attended the 3pm service and
450 attended the second at 6pm.
The Ven Anthony Cane, Dean of
Portsmouth, led the first service,
with musical support from the girl
choristers of Cantate. The Ven Trevor
Reader, chaplain to Portsmouth
diocesan MU, led the second one,
with musical support from the boy
choristers of Portsmouth Cathedral
Choir.
The Deputy Lieutenant of
Hampshire and Deputy Lord
Mayor of Portsmouth attended the
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Mothers’ Union worldwide president Sheran Harper in Portsmouth’s Guildhall

earlier service, and the Lord Mayor
came to the second one. Canon
Angela Tilby, Canon of Honour at
our cathedral, preached at both
services, recalling the personal
characteristics and committed
Christian faith of the Mothers’
Union founder Mary Sumner – and
comparing her with the Benedictine
nun Hildegard of Bingen, whose
feast day was being celebrated.

is from Guyana, addressed the
conference, at one point asking
members to high-five each other.

“Mary Sumner would be astonished
by the way that our Christian
heritage has disappeared,” she said.
“But as people of faith, we can still
make a difference. People from
other parts of the world can inspire
us. God doesn’t give up on us, and
we shouldn’t give up on God.”

“What a joy it is to be part of a
family that transforms hearts, lives
and families in step with God. Let us
go forward in recognition that we
are the living hope of a loving God.
I thank you, I love you and may God
bless you!”

The next day, around 1,000
delegates gathered at the Guildhall
in the centre of Portsmouth for a
day devoted to discussing the work
of the Mothers’ Union. Worldwide
President Sheran Harper, who
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“Our members are strategically
placed to transform the lives of
families and communities thanks
to prayer and generous giving,” she
said. “In difficult times, we must
be Christ-like and respond with
compassion and love.

The general meeting also
worshipped together, heard about
specific MU diocesan initiatives that
were making a difference, and saw
a video message from their new
Central Chaplain, the Rt Rev Emma
Ineson, Bishop of Penrith.

