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Creation Care
An opportunity for our: 

- Discipleship
- Mission
- Resource stewardship

Psalm 24, v1
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,

the world, and all who live in it;



What’s Our Commitment?
The Church of England nationally and at 
diocesan level have a target to get to Net Zero 
by 2030 in our scope 1 and 2 emissions. 

This means focusing on reducing or offsetting 
our emissions from:

- Electricity use
- Building emissions from gas & oil heating 
- Reimbursable travel
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What Does Net Zero Mean For Most Parishes?



Parish Journey To Net Zero
Where are we now?
Energy Footprint Tool
Energy Audit
Eco Church

How can we reduce?
Heating Timetables
LED Lighting
Triple Insulated Urns
Insulating Pipes
Monitoring Electrical Use

Switch to renewable 
tariff

Switch to low carbon
heating source

Plan

Address reimbursable 
travel 







Creating A Plan 
What are we already doing? 

- LED lighting
- Heating timetable
- Renewable tariff

Where do we want to be?
- Net Zero 2030
- Lower energy costs
- Warmer building

How do we get there?
- What do we want to prioritise?





Where are we now?



Energy Footprint Tool

- Required for some grants.

- Provides a Carbon Footprint 
number to work towards 
reducing. 

- Simpler form this year.

- Gather all energy bills and 
reimbursable travel details.

- Fill in through parish returns.

- Jan 2026-June 2026.Parish Returns Online

https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/


Energy Audits
Looks at your buildings usage and 
make recommendations on: 

- Energy saving measures
- Low carbon heating
- Low carbon energy 

generation.

Already Done?
The next step might be an in-depth 
heating feasibility study.

A key first step to creating the 
practical plan needed for grants.





How can we reduce?



PCC Plan



A Practical Pathway to Net Zero Carbon for Churches

final-pptzc-guide_1.pdf

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/final-pptzc-guide_1.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/final-pptzc-guide_1.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/final-pptzc-guide_1.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/final-pptzc-guide_1.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/final-pptzc-guide_1.pdf


What can we reduce?
Energy Usage

- Heating timetables
- LED bulbs
- Smart meters

Energy Loss
- Draught proofing – Thermal camera
- Water ingress – Guttering, leaks, etc.
- Insulating pipes

Energy Efficient Devices
- Triple insulated urns
- Heated cushions 
- Digital Thermostat 



St Denys, Southampton
Audited their building and made small 
changes saving £5,000 a year on energy. 

Changes include:

- Replacing kettles for triple insulated 
urns

- Installing LED lights
- Insulating Pipes
- Installing automatic timers



Switch To A Renewable Tariff





Parish Buying

https://parishbuying.org.uk/


Choosing a supplier

In 2025, the national church carried out 
market research to divide ‘green tariffs’ 
into three categories: 

Best – 100% traceable UK renewable 
energy with wider ethical compliance.

Better – 100% renewable energy, but 
50% is more traceable than the other 
50%, some ethical compliance.

Basic – 100% renewable energy, but 
10% is more traceable than the other 
90%.



Switching To A Low Carbon Heating 
Source



Think about your space:

- How often is it used?
- What activities is it used for?
- Do you plan to change your 

space?
- How old is your boiler?  

These questions will often help shape 
your heating approach. For example, 
will you heat the people or the space?

Proactive planning is key when it 
comes to heating. 

Switching To A Low Carbon Heating Source 



The next step is a heating options appraisal. 

This can be done by the PCC using the 
Church of England heating guidance 
document. 

Or a professional heating feasibility 
report. These reports consider:

• Building fabric, context and use
• Running costs and carbon footprint
• Viable heat sources and emitters

An independent M&E engineer is best rather 
than a supplier selling a solution.

Heating Feasibility Report

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/heating_checklists.pdf


Fundraising
- Plan 

- What projects do you need to fund? 
- Can they be parceled out?

- Cost 
- What’s the overall cost of the project?
- Can be broken down into smaller chunks? 

- Impact 
- What will this project mean for your ministry in the 

community? 
- How much carbon will this reduce?



Funding Net Zero
- Demonstrator churches – hand picked projects across the 

country to inspire their neighbours.
- Quick Wins Grant – Small grants up to (£3k usually) for quick 

carbon reduction projects.

- Give to Go Green – Match funded grants for small to medium 
carbon reduction projects, up to £10,000.

- Boiler Replacement Hardship Grant – a grant to support 
churches/halls with limited budgets to replace a failing gas 
system with an alternative low carbon system.

- Decarbonising Churches/Hall Grant – a flexible grant 
tailored to the needs of the parishes, ie project development 
or capital works.



Funding Net Zero

- Outside Funders – Local Government, Charitable 
Trusts, etc. Partnership and community is key.

- Benefact Trust – Building grant fund for sustainability. 
30% of projects expected to be match funded.

- Environmental and Sustainability Project Grants.





Contact Your Diocesan Team
For support contact:

Portsmouth
Matt Lockwood – matt.lockwood@portsmouth.anglican.org

Chichester
Buff Stone - environment.officer@chichester.anglican.org

Guildford
Alison Moulden - alison.moulden@cofeguildford.org.uk

Winchester
Lucy Howlett – lucy.howlett@winchesterdiocese.org

mailto:matt.Fulford@portsmouth.Anglican.org
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