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A PROJECT to build 
an extension on a 
Hayling Island church 
can go ahead after an 
unexpected donation.

Worshippers at St Mary’s 
Church on Hayling had been 
fundraising for an annexe to 
include toilets and a community 
meeting room.

The church was recently 
visited by a generous couple 
– Ali and May Mosawi – who 
fell in love with the church 
and unexpectedly offered them 
more than £100,000 from the 
Mosawi Foundation towards 
their costs. The foundation 
supports organisations that help 
their communities to rebuild, 
regenerate and re-energise, and 
actively looks to serve their 
local communities. 

Work can now start next 
year on the annexe, which will 
be situated to the north of the 
current church building and 
will accommodate around 40 
people.

The vicar, the Rev Jenny 
Gaffin, said:  “That gift was 
huge and will be transformative 
for St Mary’s Church and the 
local community, and we are 
immensely grateful to Ali 
and May Mosawi for their 
generosity. 

“Our congregations had 
been faithfully fundraising for 
many years, and I’m delighted 
that all their hard work will 
soon be rewarded.”

The historic 13th century 
church was given a stunning 
internal makeover in 2010 to 
make it more accessible and 

almost ready for community 
use. The floor was relaid, a new 
dais created and portable chairs 
installed.

The building can now be 
used for concerts, education 
and art events and conferences 
as well as a base for people 
exploring family history, 

visiting war graves in the 
graveyard or viewing its 
2,000-year-old yew tree.

The new toilets and meeting 
room will complete the 
transformation, and the church 
looks forward to opening the 
new facilities by the end of 
2018. 

news

Huge gift for new 
Hayling annexe

An artist’s impression of how the new annexe will look next to St Mary’s Church

Mark’s gospel will be brought to life

Stefan Smart

THE Gospel of Mark will be 
brought to life in Portsmouth 
Cathedral via a stunning one-man 
show.

Actor Stefan Smart will recite 
the whole of Mark’s gospel, word-
for-word, at 7pm on Sunday 10 
December, immediately after 
Evensong.

The solo dramatisation of the 
gospel includes an up-to-date 
setting, plenty of action, many 
moving moments and some 
humour.

There will also be the 
opportunity for a question 
and answer session after the 
performance to find out more 
about the play and the way in 
which it is staged. There is no 
charge but there will be the 
opportunity to contribute to a 
retiring collection.

Stefan Smart is an actor with 

30 years’ experience as a teacher 
of English and Drama. Over 
recent years he has put on various 
productions of St Mark’s Gospel 
in churches and youth camps in 
the South of England and abroad, 
as well as performing on Songs of 
Praise. 

Recently he completed a tour 
of Speakers’ Corners across the 
country and was invited to return 
to some of the venues including 
St Mary’s Church, Lichfield, and 
Bristol Cathedral. 

Ian Hayter, chairman of 
Lichfield Speakers’ Corner 
Trust and pastor of Wade Street 
Church, called the performance: 
“Captivating, bringing the Gospel 
alive. Stefan Smart is clearly a 
master of his art.”

And a BBC Songs of Praise 
spokesman said: “Stefan’s 
performance was very strong.”
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Cornerstone 
Bookshop9 Bemisters Lane, 

Gosport, PO12 1HB 

Christmas Stock Now In
Cards, Candles, CDs and Books

PLEASE COME VISIT US AND VIEW 
OUR FULL RANGE OF BIBLES, 

BOOKS, MUSIC AND GIFTS

email cornerstonebooksgosport@gmail.com
Tel: 02392583824 •  www.cornerstonegosport.co.uk

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button!

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation.

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 
churches across the UK.

INDEPENDENT SINCE 1861

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Independent family business. 24 Hour service, 
home visits, private chapel. Personal service 

always given. Pre-paid funeral plans arranged.
FAREHAM (01329) 282711

Westbury Road, (Westbury Road is alongside of Argos,
parking available) · Fareham · PO16 7XU

www.coghlan.net

Book & Gift Shop
St Thomas’s Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HA 

02392 823300
OPEN Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm

Sundays Closed

ADVENT CALENDARS 
XMAS CARDS & CANDLES

Books, Bibles, Cards for 
all occasions and gifts
including jewellery, hand painted 
silk scarves, CDs and  serviettes.

Book ordering service 
and book tokens available

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote PC1217

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

Eastney Pumping Station,
Beam house Museum,
199 Henderson Road,
Southsea,
Portsmouth PO4 9JF

T: 02392 824457
T: 0800 009 6173

E: info@somervillestone.co.uk 
W: www.somervillestone.com

Somerville Stone is a family run, independent, 
monumental masonry company. We have many years 
of experience in the monumental trade. So you can be 
sure your memorial will be manufactured and installed 
to the very highest standards. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you require any help or have any questions.

 


