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Delegates tackle 
modern slavery
C A M P A I G N E R S 
and professionals 
gathered in our 
cathedral to consider 
how to combat 
modern slavery.

Our diocese hosted an 
event specifically examining 
exploitation in the shipping 
industry. Delegates were able 
to network over lunch, learn 
about the problem and discuss 
their response in potential real-
life scenarios. 

Among those who attended 
were representatives from 
campaign groups, professional 
bodies and Christian charities 
working in this field.

The seminar was led by 
Lysbeth Ford, partnership 
development manager for 
the Gangmasters and Labour 
Abuse Authority. She explained 
the significance of the 2015 
Modern Slavery Act, the 
difference between trafficking 
and smuggling, and some of 
the factors that make people 
vulnerable to trafficking.

In 2015, there were between 
11,000 and 13,000 potential 
victims of trafficking in the 
UK. Those working in mobile 
car washes, nail bars, fruit 
farms and in port construction 
were more likely to have been 
trafficked.

Typically, someone might 
be approached in their own 
country and enticed to come 
to the UK for work. But the 
person bringing them might 
confiscate their passport, insist 
on payment from their wages 

for travel and rent, and threaten 
to report them to the authorities 
unless they comply.

“Behind exploitation and 
forced labour sits criminal 
activity,” said Lys. “Modern 
slavery is a high profit and low 
risk business. Sometimes the 
person doesn’t even know they 
are a victim.

“However, Theresa 
May pushed through the 
Modern Slavery Act in 2015, 

which consolidated existing 
legislation, increased sentences 
to potential life imprisonment, 
and strengthened law 
enforcement at sea. All UK 
businesses with a turnover of 
more than £36m will also have 
to put on record what they are 
doing to combat slavery and 
human trafficking.”

Among those attending was 
Jodie Meakin, a volunteer with 
Stop The Traffik Portmouth. 

She said: “It’s all about raising 
awareness, and the shipping 
industry isn’t something I knew 
a huge amount about, so it’s 
good to meet people and hear 
more.”

And Robert Greenwood, 
from the National Federation 
of Fishermen’s Organisations, 
said: “People are rarely 
exploited in the European 
fishing industry. But we do 
hear of people who may 
have been mistreated in their 
previous jobs, and can alert the 
authorities.”

There was a clear 
commitment from those 
agencies present to ensure 
that this aspect of labour 
exploitation is addressed by the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Modern Slavery Partnership.

Delegates gathered in our cathedral for the training day

THIS training event in our 
cathedral  came a week before 
the national launch of the 
Clewer Initiative, the Church of 
England’s response to the issue 
of modern slavery. 

Our diocese is one of 
those piloting this work, which 
involves dioceses and churches 

developing strategies for 
detecting modern slavery in our 
communities.

The Rev Edwina Fennemore, 
from St Alban’s Church, West 
Leigh, is our diocese’s lead 
on modern slavery issues. For 
details, see www.portsmouth.
anglican.org/modernslavery.

WE’RE PILOTTING NEW INITIATIVE

Pets blessed at island animal service

The Sheath family, who brought a pony, dog and tortoise

PETS were given 
blessings at this year’s 
animal service at 
All Saints Church, 
Godshill.

Five dogs, a 
tortoise, a snail and a 
pony were blessed in 
person, with photos 
of other pets brought 
along as well.

The vicar, the 
Rev John Ryder, 
said: “The pony, 
recently acquired 
and very young, 
behaved beautifully 

for the first half-hour, 
before agreeing with 
its owner that grass 
underfoot rather than 
flagstones would make 
a pleasant change.

“The rest of the 
animals were happy 
for the whole service. 
None took exception 
to organ, holy water 
or incense.”

The service was 
led by the Rev Alan 
Swanborough on the 
anniversary of his 
ordination. 

Cornerstone 
Bookshop9 Bemisters Lane, 

Gosport, PO12 1HB 

Christmas Stock Now In
Cards, Candles, CDs and Books

PLEASE COME VISIT US AND VIEW 
OUR FULL RANGE OF BIBLES, 

BOOKS, MUSIC AND GIFTS

email cornerstonebooksgosport@gmail.com
Tel: 02392583824 •  www.cornerstonegosport.co.uk

Book & Gift Shop
St Thomas’s Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HA 

02392 823300
OPEN Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm

Sundays Closed

ADVENT CALENDARS 
XMAS CARDS & CANDLES

Books, Bibles, Cards for 
all occasions and gifts
including jewellery, hand painted 
silk scarves, CDs and  serviettes.

Book ordering service 
and book tokens available

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote PC1117

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

St Mary’s Parish Church
Portchester Castle, Portchester, Fareham

Part-time Worship Leader
(Assistant Director of Music)

To work with the ministry team, mainly in the creation 
of a new contemporary style Sunday morning service. 
4 hours per week: Sunday morning, mid week practice 

(occasional evenings extra)
From January 2018

Profi le from Rev Ian Meredith (Vicar) irev@ymail.com
Applications by 3rd December

enhancing church interiors
Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025
 www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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