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We’ll sign 
covenant 
for Forces 
personnel

WORSHIPPERS were 
given a chance to think 
about how to grow their 
churches and develop 
disciples.

More than 100 clergy and lay 
leaders from around 40 parishes 
spent three days on a Leading Your 
Church Into Growth (LYCIG) 
conference in Liphook last month.

It’s the second time our diocese 
has invited parish representatives 
to a full-scale LYCIG course. A 
similar event happened last year 
for a different set of parishes.

A LYCIG team led by 
retired Archdeacon the Ven Bob 
Jackson helped them to look at 
issues including how to develop 
a strategy, how to become more 
welcoming and how to develop 
worship that helps church to grow.

There was time to listen to 
input from Bob and his colleague, 
Canon Dave Elkington, time for 
discussion in smaller groups, and 
a chance to put together plans with 
colleagues from the same benefice.

The conference, at the Old 
Thorns Hotel in Liphook, was set 
within the context of worship and 
culminated with a final Eucharist 
led by Bishop Ian Brackley. During 
this Eucharist, benefice plans were 
submitted as part of the offertory.

The Rev Richard Hutchins, 
curate at St Mary’s, Liss, said: “It 
shows the passion of the diocese for 
church growth that it has invested 
in something like this. It’s good 
to have conversations with people 
who I might otherwise never have 
met and develop relationships 
across parishes.”

Harry Walker, from St John’s 
Church, Newport, said: “It has 
been a marvellous opportunity to 
draw aside and benefit by hearing 
people’s stories and learning from 
them. We’ll go back to our church 
equipped with the tools for growth. 
It has been very uplifting.”

The Rev Linda Bushell, 
interim priest at Brighstone, 
Brook, Mottistone and Shorwell, 
said: “I’ve enjoyed it. There are 
some very good ideas that we 
can use. We were hoping to do 
some of these things anyway, but 
it has strengthened our resolve. 
There have also been a lot of 
conversations, formally and 
informally, which have helped.”

Locally ordained minister the 
Rev Tony Richards, from Sandown 

Bay, said: “I have enjoyed it, and I 
think the venue has helped. I don’t 
agree with everything that has been 
said, but there have been a lot of 
ideas across a broad spectrum – 
some for larger churches that have 
more resources, and some for those 
that are small or diminishing.”

And Margaret Selby, from St 
John’s Church, Purbrook, said: “It 
has been a fabulous experience. 
It has opened our eyes to try and 
build our congregation, and given 
us some ways to do it. I need to 
be more proactive at encouraging 
people I know to come back to 
church.”

Conference delegates were told 
they were the diocese’s biggest 
asset in terms of mission, and 
that’s why it was worth investing 
in them. Each went home with 
LYCIG material to share with their 
congregations over the next few 
months.

Practical tips for 
churches to grow 

WORSHIPPERS staged a play 
telling the story of the saint 
their church is named after.  

Around 20 parishioners 
from St Faith’s, Havant, found 
costumes, learned lines and 
performed a play about St 
Faith of Aquitaine, written by 
musical director Geoff Porter.

St Faith was a young 
women who was tortured 
and executed by the Roman 
authorities because she refused 
to bow to Roman gods.  

Rector Canon Tom Kennar 
said: “The star of our show, 
young Evie Moore, was 
especially magnificent. She 
had by far the most lines to 
learn, as the title character, 
and she got them all correct!

“The play was a marvellous 

coming-together of old and 
young – people from across 
the generations, working 

together for a common goal. 
New skills were discovered 
and friendships deepened.”

Ian Munro, Sandra Haggan and Graham Frost in the play 

WE’LL show our commitment 
to our Armed Forces when we 
sign a covenant later this month.

Bishop Christopher will sign 
the Armed Forces Covenant 
during Evensong in our cathedral 
at 6pm on November 28. It’s our 
commitment to ensure that we 
treat Forces personnel and their 
families fairly.

The Second Sea Lord, Vice 
Admiral Jonathan Woodcock, 
will also sign it, alongside senior 
officers from the Army and 
Royal Air Force.

Bishop Christopher said: 
“The diocese values its strong 
links with the Armed Forces, not 
least because of the substantial 
presence of army, air force and 
naval personnel in Hampshire. 
Many former members of the 

services live in the parts of the 
county we serve and the Isle of 
Wight.

“As lead Bishop for 
Defence, it has been a personal 
pleasure to support the 
Covenant, including initiating 
a debate in the House of Lords, 
following the last annual report 
on the Covenant.”

The Armed Forces Covenant 
was created as a way of the 
nation promising to treat serving 
and former military personnel 
and their families fairly, in areas 
such as education, housing 
and healthcare. National and 
local government, as well as 
individual businesses, charities 
and organisations can sign up to 
show their support.

Play recounts life of St Faith
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