New bishop in
week-long visit
A NEW bishop from
Ghana will visit us for
a week this month.
The Rt Rev Alex Asmah,
Bishop of Sekondi, will be
in our diocese from February
6-13, visiting churches and
helping us to understand the
Anglican Church in Ghana.
He will particularly spend
time in the Fareham deanery,
which has been linked to
Sekondi diocese – previously
called Takoradi/Sekondi –
for many years via our Inter
Diocesan West Africa Link
(IDWAL).
He will be welcomed to
our diocese in our cathedral by
the dean, the Very Rev David
Brindley, on February 6, before
settling in with his hosts in
Fareham deanery.
Bishop Alex will follow in
the footsteps of St Wilfrid as
he walks along the River Meon
from the beach near Titchfield
on February 7, after which he’ll
meet Fareham deanery clergy
over lunch and visit Titchfield
Abbey. That night he’ll take
part in an evening event at Holy
Rood Church in Stubbington.
On February 8, he’ll visit
Portchester Castle and St
Mary’s Church, after which
he’ll visit Fareham College’s
two sites with the Rev Bruce
Deans, from St John’s Church,

The Rt Rev Alex Asmah, Bishop of Sekondi
February 10 with members of
Fareham.
He’ll visit St John the the IDWAL committee, and
Baptist School in Locks Heath enjoy lunch with them before
with Bishop Christopher on heading to the Isle of Wight.
The chairman of our
February 9.
He will be back in our IDWAL committee, Canon
cathedral for a Eucharist on Graham Morris, will host him

on the island on February 11.
Then on Sunday 12
February, from 2pm, there
will be displays of the various
projects that link our parishes
with deaneries in Ghana, and
light refreshments, in St Peter’s
Church, Titchfield.
The two bishops will lead
a celebration evening service
together there at 4pm. This
service will include a questionand-answer session with the
bishops, and all are warmly
welcomed to come and find
out more about Ghana for
themselves.
Bishop Alex was ordained
last July at Sekondi Cathedral
by the Archbishop of West
Africa, the Most Rev Daniel
Sarfo, taking over from the
retiring bishop of Takoradi/
Sekondi, the Rt Rev John Otoo.
IDWAL
was
formed
in 1978 and is the umbrella
organisation that maintains
friendship and co-operation
between Anglicans in West
Africa and the Portsmouth,
Chichester and Guildford
dioceses.
Since 1998, Portsmouth’s
links have primarily been
with Ghana, and each of our
deaneries is linked to a different
diocese in Ghana.
For details about our
links with Ghana, see www.
portsmouth.anglican.org/idwal.

Young Muslims support needy families

Worshippers from the Al Madhi centre with Bob Thomas, from Friends
Without Borders, and the Rev Steve Dent, from Fareham Basics Bank

THESE young people from a Muslim
community near Wickham organised a
special collection of food for needy families.
The donations were shared between
the Friends Without Borders drop-in
for refugees and asylum seekers – which
happens in All Saints Church, Portsmouth –
and the Fareham Basics Bank.
They were collected by young people
from the Wessex Jamaat Community based
at the Al Mahdi mosque in Funtley. The
donations were collected to commemorate
the martydom of Imam Husayn, who is an
important figure in Muslim history.
Lay minister Bob Thomas, from St
John’s Church, Locks Heath, said: “These
generous gifts were gratefully received and
immediately passed on to some very needy
people.
“It is wonderful to see such an
expression of God’s love in our local sisters
and brothers in the Muslim community.”

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?
WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail
When phoning please quote PC0217

Portsmouth Cathedral

Book & Gift Shop
St Thomas’s Street, Old Portsmouth, PO1 2HA

02392 892967

OPEN 10am – 4pm daily
Sundays 10am - 1pm

Good selection of greetings cards
Books, Bibles and Cathedral CDs
Gifts, including jewellery
Hand painted silk scarves
Meaningful Easter Eggs, Mothering
Sunday and Easter cards on sale from
the end of this month.

INDEPENDENT SINCE 1861

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Independent family business. 24 Hour service,
home visits, private chapel. Personal service
always given. Pre-paid funeral plans arranged.

FAREHAM (01329) 282711
Westbury Road, (Westbury Road is alongside of Argos,
parking available) · Fareham · PO16 7XU

www.coghlan.net

Bible studies, Sunday School
materials, and Lent and Easter
books now in stock.

PLEASE COME VISIT US AND
VIEW OUR FULL RANGE

Cornerstone
Bookshop

9 Bemisters Lane,
Gosport, PO12 1HB
Tel: 02392583824 • www.cornerstonegosport.co.uk
email cornerstonebooksgosport@gmail.com

Who is like you, O Lord,
among the gods? Who
is like you, majestic in
holiness, awesome in
glorious deeds, doing
wonders?
Ex 15:11

