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WITHIN he Church
of England, the role
of women in ordained
ministry has been a big

issue for over 50 years.

It used to be about women
as priests, but more recently has
been about women as bishops. Li
Tim Oi was ordained an Anglican
priest in 1944 and the conversation
about women’s ordained ministry
still continues.

This year will be the
20th anniversary of the
ordination of women
to the priesthood in
England; the first took
place on 12th March
1994, in Bristol. Here
in Portsmouth, 19
women were ordained
in May (in two groups
— Ascension Day and
Pentecost) by Bishop
Timothy Bavin.

They have been
serving God faithfully for many
years, aware that their calling had
been to priestly ministry; many
having been deaconesses before
the legislation allowed them to be
ordained deacon, and then priest.

As one of that 1994 group,
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I give thanks to God for the
growing number of women in
Holy Orders across the church:
serving as incumbents, diocesan
officers, curates, associate priests,
chaplains, canons, archdeacons
and deans. Women now work in
a wide range of ministries and

settings, often in new and creative
ways. In 2011, 31 per cent of all
clergy were women. Now half of
those being ordained are women
and nearly 40 per cent of these to
stipendiary ministry.

Women alongside their male
colleagues serve, teach, nurture

and care for all amongst whom
they live and work. They offer
people the opportunity to engage
and encounter the loving God in
baptisms, weddings, funerals, at
the Eucharist and at many other
occasions both public and private;
being an integral part in people’s
lives at the moments of great
need, pain, joy and celebration.

It has been an extraordinary

as a priest is a wonderful
and rich experience; we
are aware that it is an
amazing ministry to be
called to, areal privilege.

Most people have
§ welcomed the ministry
of women as priests, and
value the new insights
and gifts that women
bring to the role and
to the institution of the
Church.

The church now
offers a much more
rounded and wholesome witness
to the love of God. We need to find
ways of appreciating the gifts that
we all bring, we need to celebrate
the diversity of leadership rather
than seeing this as a problem.

Women in the Episcopate will

Twenty years of women as priests

bring a new and fresh dimension
into the leadership of the church
which will be exciting and life
enhancing. We need to consider
different ways of doing things,
different forms of leadership,
different ways of being church,
different models of ministry.

It needs all of us to think what
it is we want from our clergy and
from one another and then make
space for these in new ways.

On Sunday May 18th at
6pm there will be a service at
Portsmouth Cathedral to celebrate
the Ministry of all God’s People
on the 20th Anniversary of the
Ordination of Women to the
Priesthood. The preacher will be
the Very Rev Dr Frances Ward,
Dean of St Edmundsbury.

All who were ordained in
Portsmouth in 1994 have been
invited, along with the women who
have now moved to Portsmouth to
take up a post or enjoy retirement
but were ordained elsewhere in
1994.

We hope to be able to have a
small exhibition of photographs
from the ordinations. The Bishop
and Dean of Portsmouth offer
everyone the invitation to attend
this celebration.

ST. MARY’S CONVENT

WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent is set in a tranquil location
in the shadows of the Lambourn Downs.

Providing comfortable and flexible
accommodation and facilities. Home cooked
food using fresh wholesome ingredients.

Suitable for Group Quiet Days and Group
Retreats. Including conference facilities and

private individual visits.

The Guest Wing is a calm still place enabling
peace and spiritual refreshment for all.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire,

OX12 9D)

Tel: 01235 763141

Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

and there Is no God besides yo
according to all that we have

~ heard with -our ears.

-

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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P & C Carpet Co Ltd

Suppliers of Fine Quality Carpets, Vinyls & Laminates & Real Wood Floors

® Great offers on our entire range of carpets and laminate flooring.
® We GUARANTEE to beat high street & superstore prices!

® Absolutely NO hidden extras or surcharges

® FREE estimates & quotations in the comfort of your own home

® Delivered & professionally fitted within days

We will move your furniture and we will dispose of your existing
flooring & take all the rubbish away - we can even cut your doors!

Don't delay - Call Now!

: 02392 201 038

Freephone: 0800 622 6576
www.pandccarpets.co.uk
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http://www.pandccarpets.co.uk

